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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
11:00 am 

February 8, 2026 
 

  
You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Matthew 5:13–14 

 

The Light of the Cross! 

  

AS WE GATHER 

 

The Epiphany season continues to illuminate the miracle of Christmas shining its 

light forward to the goal and purpose of Christ’s coming to us in the flesh. That 

purpose is the salvation of the world through the forgiveness of our sins.  
 

We consider today Jesus’ words “You are the light of the world.”  Jesus tells His 

followers that their light should not be hidden, but rather it should help others to 

see. As we go about our daily lives, by God’s grace we walk in the light of Jesus. 

Warmed by His light, we share that light He has given us with others in how we act, 

in what we say, and especially in spreading the good news about Jesus’ 

forgiveness. 

 

WELCOME — Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 

 
 

 Preservice Music      Guest Soloist – Guitarist / Rick Flores 

 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
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Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore 

 

Verse 1 / Congregation and Soloist 

Lord, you have come to the lakeshore 

looking neither for wealthy nor wise ones. 

You only asked me to follow humbly. 

 

O Lord, with your eyes you have 

 searched me, 

and while smiling, You have spoken 

 my name. 

Now my boat’s left on the shoreline 

 behind me; 

by your side I will seek other seas. 

 

Verse 2 / Soloist (in Spanish) 
*Translation* 

You know so well my possessions; 

my boat carries no gold and no weapons; 

You will find there, my nets and labor. 

O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me, 

and while smiling, You have spoken my name. 

Now my boat’s left on the shoreline behind me; 

by your side I will seek other seas. 

 

Verse 3 / Congregation and Soloist 

You, who have fished other oceans, 

Ever longed for by souls who are waiting, 

My loving friend, as thus You call me. 

 

O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me, 

and while smiling, You have spoken my name. 

Now my boat’s left on the shoreline behind 

me; 

by your side I will seek other seas. 

 (2x) 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

Stand 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

People: Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

Kyrie   

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray.  Father in heaven, in Your grace and mercy, You have revealed 

Your plan of salvation for all people through the cross of Christ alone. 

People: Strengthen our faith so that we do not rely on our reason, our own 

efforts, or anything else except the cross of Christ, the only source of 

forgiveness, life, and salvation; 

Pastor: through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

 

Resucito -          Soloist / Rick Flores 
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Old Testament  Isaiah 58:3–9a   (True and false fasting. The “fast” God wants is 

 that we care for others) 

 

Reader: 3 ‘We have fasted before you!’ they say. 

  ‘Why aren’t you impressed? 

  We have been very hard on ourselves, 

  and you don’t even notice it!’ 

People: “I will tell you why!” I respond. 

  “It’s because you are fasting to please yourselves. 

  Even while you fast, 

  you keep oppressing your workers. 
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Reader: 4 What good is fasting 

  when you keep on fighting and quarreling? 

  This kind of fasting 

  will never get you anywhere with me. 
  5 You humble yourselves 

  by going through the motions of penance, 

  bowing your heads  

  like reeds bending in the wind. 

  You dress in burlap 

  and cover yourselves with ashes. 

  Is this what you call fasting? 

  Do you really think this will please the LORD? 
  6 “No, this is the kind of fasting I want: 

People: Free those who are wrongly imprisoned; 

  lighten the burden of those who work for you. 

 

Reader: Let the oppressed go free, 

  and remove the chains that bind people. 

People: 7 Share your food with the hungry, 

  and give shelter to the homeless. 

 

Reader: Give clothes to those who need them, 

  and do not hide from relatives who need your help. 

People: 8 “Then your salvation will come like the dawn, 

  and your wounds will quickly heal. 

  Your godliness will lead you forward, 

  and the glory of the LORD will protect you from behind. 

 

Reader: 9 Then when you call, the LORD will answer. 

  ‘Yes, I am here,’ he will quickly reply. 

  “Remove the heavy yoke of oppression. 

  Stop pointing your finger and spreading vicious rumors! 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle 1 Corinthians 2:1–12 (We proclaim Christ crucified, 

   as the Spirit has revealed Him.) 

 

1When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or wisdom as I 

proclaimed to you the testimony about God. 2For I resolved to know nothing while I 

was with you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 3I came to you in weakness and 

fear, and with much trembling. 4My message and my preaching were not with 

persuasive words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5so that 

your faith would not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power. 

 

6Among the mature, however, we speak a message of wisdom—but not the wisdom 

of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7No, we speak of 

the mysterious and hidden wisdom of God, which He destined for our glory before 

time began. 8None of the rulers of this age understood it. For if they had, they would 

not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9Rather, as it is written: 

 

    “No eye has seen, 

        no ear has heard, 

        no heart has imagined, 

    what God has prepared for those who love Him.” 

 

10But God has revealed it to us by the Spirit. 

 

The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11For who among men 

knows the thoughts of man except his own spirit within him? So too, no one knows 

the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12We have not received the spirit of the 

world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely 

given us.  

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN 808 O Sing to the Lord 

 

 

 
 

3 So dance for our God    And blow all the trumpets. 

So dance for our God    And blow all the trumpets. 

So dance for our God    And blow all the trumpets. 

And sing to our God,    And sing to our God. 

 

Verse 4 / Solo (In Spanish) 

Esel que nos da el Espiritu Santo 

Esel que nos da el Espiritu Santo 

Esel que nos da el Espiritu Santo 

Cantad al Senor,  Cantad al Senor,  

 

(Translation) 

(O shout to our God,    Who gave us the Spirit. 

O shout to our God,    Who gave us the Spirit. 

O shout to our God,    Who gave us the Spirit. 

O sing to our God,    O sing to our God.) 

 

Verse 5 / with Congregation 

5 For Jesus is Lord!  Amen! Alleluia! 

For Jesus is Lord!  Amen! Alleluia! 

For Jesus is Lord!  Amen! Alleluia! 

O sing to our God,  O sing to our God 
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Children’s Message 
 

Stand 
 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 5:13–20        (You are salt and light in the world.) 
 

 
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made 

salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled 

underfoot. 
 

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither 

do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and 

it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before 

others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 

come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth 

disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means 

disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone who 

sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will 

be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these 

commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless 

your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you 

will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

THE APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 

descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.    
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Sit 

578 Thy Strong Word 
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Sermon – Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 
 

In what ways is the Light of Christ active in your life?  Are you still salty and bright? 

 

Give us lips to sing Thy glory,   Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

  Throats that shout the hope that fills us,  Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

  May the light which Thou dost send  Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Pastor: Almighty God, we give You thanks for Your liberating Word made known 

especially in the light shining through the glorious cross of Your Son, our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Grant that Your Word enlighten our hearts and minds now that we 

may keep it and bring forth the fruits of faith in all that we say and do. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: By Your light of life, rule and govern Your whole Church throughout the world 

that all those who proclaim Your truth be preserved in the pure doctrine of Your 

saving Word and that faith and love be strengthened and increased in all Your 

people. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Bless our country and all who are in authority. Let Your glory dwell in our land 

that mercy and truth, righteousness and peace may abound everywhere. We 

commend to You the care of our schools so that our children grow in useful 

knowledge and Christian virtue, bringing forth wholesome fruits of life. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Comfort all who are in trouble, sickness, anguish, or any other adversity. Grant 

courage and strength to all who suffer for Your name’s sake. In every time of 

trouble, show Yourself a very present help, the Savior of all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: Accept, we pray, our bodies and souls, hearts and minds, all our talents and 

powers, together with the offerings we bring before You as our humble service. 

Help us to prepare for the world to come, doing the work You have given us to 

do while it is day before the night comes when no one can work. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

If you brought your offering today, you are welcome to leave it in the offering box          

you will find at the back of the church.  Thank you. 
 

We invite our guests and members to fill out our Friendship Card during worship, 

which is found on the back of the pew.  Please leave your card at the end of the pew     

near the center aisle as you leave. 

        

 

 

Stand 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi2ls3fgvDRAhXL8YMKHSl2ABoQjRwIBw&url=http://saltandlightchristianchurch.org/&psig=AFQjCNFTyDZzour8_BmcH2Ng5suDwpJrmQ&ust=1486077068886853
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Stand 

  

Pastor: Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have sent Jesus to be our 

light and our salvation. We implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us in this Sacrament and empower us to walk in Your light; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

People: Amen. 

 

Benediction   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you 

     and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

THE INVITATIONS 

 
On The Banks of the Promised Land 
 

Verse 1 
I have built my life on the Solid Rock, 
Far away from the sinking sand. 
But I cast my eye to the home that 
waits 
On the banks of the Promised Land. 
 
Verse 2 
There's a song of praise that is lifted 
there 
By the saints and the angel band. 

Oh, I long to go and to join that choir 
On the banks of the Promised Land. 
 
Chorus 
Hallelujah, what a morning 
When I reach for that nail-scarred 
hand, 
And I'm led from grace to glory 
On the banks of the Promised Land. 
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Verse 3 
Ev'ry grief and pain that has bound me 
here, 
Jesus knows and He understands. 
They'll be washed away as I cross that 
stream 
To the banks of the Promised Land. 
 
Chorus 
Hallelujah, what a morning 
When I reach for that nail-scarred 
hand, 
And I'm led from grace to glory 
On the banks of the Promised Land.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Verse 4 
Then I'll see the face of my Savior 
dear, 
Beckoned close by His sweet 
command. 
 
All my burdens gone, I will rest at last 
On the banks of the Promised Land. 
 
Chorus 
(Oh) Hallelujah, what a morning 
When I reach for that nail-scarred 
hand, 
And I'm led from grace to glory 
On the banks of the Promised Land  
(2X) 
 

On the banks of the Promised Land,   
On the banks of the Promised Land.   
I'm goin' to the Promised Land. 
I'm bound for the Promised Land. 
I'm goin' to the Promised Land. 

 

 

 

 
 

Need some PRAYER?   Anyone who desires special private prayer with a pastor or a  

  Stephen Minister may do so by coming forward after service to one of the front pews. 

Our Vision — a place to come for comfort, support, answers, opportunities  

     to serve, and to strengthen a salvation relationship with Jesus. 
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WHERE WE SERVE 

  Preacher/Officiant                                                                                                Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 
  Music Director                                                                           Paul Ventimiglia 
  Family Life                                                 Jeanette Koch 
  Elder                                                                                                                                           Scott Huggins                                                                                                                                     
  Guest Musician                                    Guitarist / Rick Flores 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

  Greeter                                                                                                                                     Kovalak Family                                                                                                                                

    

   Welcome Center                                                                                                                        Beth Hempel                                                                                                                     
         

 Ushers                                                                                                                                        Chuck Hempel 

                                                                                                                                                          Ernie Edick 

 
 Counters                                                                                                                                    Daniel Henning  
                                                                                                                                                             Jan Paver 
 
 Tech Team                                                                                                                                   Curtis Kalina  
 
Acolyte                                                                                                                                        Kenadee Koch 
               
Altar Society                                                                                                                                        Jan Paver    
                                                                                                                                                      Lisa Fairbairn     
 
Praise Team                                                                                                                                Sarah Hughes 
                                                                                                                                                  Hannah Hughes 
                                                                                                                                                       Chris Englert 
                                                                                                                                                       Kurt Menhart 
                                                                                                                                                     Linda Johnson 
 
                                                                                                                

 

Bible Study and Small Group Opportunities 

WEDNESDAYS: Women’s Bible Study- Wednesdays @ 9:30am in the church Parish Hall. 

SUNDAYS:        Join us for bible study and fellowship @ 9:45am in the church Parish Hall. 

SATURDAYS:    Men’s Bible Study – Every 1st and 3rd Saturday @ 9:00am – Parish Hall 

Attendance Last week: 2.1.2026– Attendance – 8:30am –  124 + 11:00am –45  =  169 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Received week of 2.1.2026 for Church (Envelopes + loose plate)- $12,245   total includes online 
giving       School - $4,026.60 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Remember Our Homebound 

Ted Schultz 
Cambrian Senior Living 

52365 10 Mile #128 
South Lyon, MI 48178 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Altar Flowers 

 
One vase in loving memory of our nephew Aaron Parker, Happy Heavenly  Birthday 

 from Aunt Jeanette and Aunt Cheryl 
 

One vase in honor of Dave and Kelly Austin’s 9th Wedding Anniversary 
 

Please arrange to pick up  your flowers after the 11 am service. 
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Everyone is invited to the 62nd Annual Luncheon of the Council of Lutheran Women (CLW) on Tuesday, March 24, 

2026.  This year’s luncheon will be held at the Mirage, 16980 18 Mile Rd, Clinton Township, MI 

48038.  RESERVATIONS are $38.00 per person, which includes a $2.00/person donation to seminarians and CLW-

supported food banks. NOTE: Seating is at tables of 10. Reservations are now being accepted and will be via Zeffy. 

The link to the Zeffy reservation will be available on the CLW website.  Please let Sue or Barbara know if you are 

registering to go, we would like to fill a table and plan on riding together.  Thank you. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Our friends at the Family of God mission in southwest Detroit are very grateful for the hot meals we take to 
them twice a month.  On Wednesday, January 21st, 55 people were served Tamale Casserole with 
shredded pork and all the condiments: lettuce, sour cream, salsa, and corn chips. They also received 
bananas, brownies, and beverages. Along with the meal, a package of hand warmers!  Thanks to Margo 
for supplying those hand warmers and several Blessings Bags to those who were very appreciative. We 
took enough food for 100 and it was all gone!  Everyone left with take out boxes to enjoy the tasty meal 
later.  We only had three servers this time:  Rich Mai, Will and Barbara Hoffmeier. They were joined by 
David Sonak's family from Salem Lutheran Church, Westland, who are happy to come help us 
serve.  Nancy Berg managed cooking the entire meal with a little assistance from Barbara. The brownie 
bakers were Carole Crete, Beth Hempel, Chris Henning, Debbie Pichan, and Kim Ruth. Chris and Jeff 
Henning did the shopping for the meal, who always do a great job for us. Marcy and Matt Treder take care 
of supplying our paper products that we take down. Thank you those who have volunteered with the Sign 
Up Genius on-line. If you would like to help on the third Wednesday of the month, please contact Barbara 
#248.756.3035 or Nancy #248.756.4031. 
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Come and have some family fun in the snow. If you're interested, sign up 
and let me (Ms. Jeanette)  how many are going. We had a blast last year 
the last 2 years! 

Hosted by Christ Our Savior. IT HAS BEEN A BLAST THE LAST 2 YEARS.  

All ages welcome! Invite your friends! Feb 21st from 2-4pm. Hawk 
Island is a little over an hour's drive. If you need a ride, we can meet at St Paul at 12:15 and return around 
5:30ish.  Hawk Island is a public park located at 1601 E Cavanaugh Rd, Lansing, MI 48910 with a snow 
making machine. As long as it is cold enough tubing will happen. Also, there is a "magic carpet" that carries 
you up the hill making it easy to go down the hill as many times as you want to go. Tired of tubing, sit by 
the camp fire and enjoy some hot cocoa. Please fill out this form to reserve your spot as space is limited.  
https://tinyurl.com/costubing26  Tickets are $5 for each rider RSVP by Feb 15th by texting me or calling me 
at 248-974-3323. Also, the waiver form on the second page of the above form will need to be printed and 
filled out. Please bring those with you on Feb 21st.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This February Women In Christ is highlighting a Mission Grant entitled “Proclaiming Christ to Those 
Living in Visual Darkness (Lutheran Braille Workers)” for $25,000.  LBW serves, free of charge, blind 
or visually impaired people around the world, including prison inmates, with Bibles and other 
Christian materials in a format and language they can read.  LBW is producing new prison Bible and 
Bible studies in English and Spanish for incarcerated individuals.  LBW will provide in Braille format 
Christian information that addresses today’s issues.  Additionally, this project will use a Prison Braille 
Transcription program located in Michigan or California to transcribe 1,300 pages of new Christian 
titles.  This is new and specific to the LWML Michigan District and the LBW Michigan Ministry 
Production Centers.  The funds will be used for supplies and equipment to produce approximately 
2,500 volumes of Braille or Large Print materials. 

 

The final fundraiser for the El Salvidor MOST Mission Team 2607 was held on 1/31/26.  The Chili 
Cook Off and Bingo Party was the most successful one we ever had.    There were 55 people that 
came on the chilly night for the spicy showdown.  If you could not attend, I am sorry, you missed a 
fun night.   
All 10 chili’s were SO GOOD it was hard to choose only two.   In the end there were two crowd 
favorites, Mark Farber’s White Chicken Chili had the most votes and Kenadee & Jeanette 
Koch’s Turkey Chili made with love and spices was the runner up.   Thank you to all the Chili 
cooks that shopped, cooked, hauled and donated their wonderful chili creations.    
The Bingo Party was almost a comedy show with Barry Helmick and Mark Ernest doing the calling 
and Pat McGuigan putting it all together.   
The total funds raised that night were $911.00!! 
Thank you to all the “Goers” that help make the event a success and thank you to all that attended 
that night.   
Beth Hempel 

https://tinyurl.com/costubing26
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We need boards, groups or families to sign up to sponsor and serve the Lent Dinners- if 

you are able to sign up for a dinner, please call the church office!  Ash Wednesday is taken 

but the next five are open!  248-349-3140 ext. 110  
 


