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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
8:30 am
March 8, 2026

We Worship What We Know

AS WE GATHER

It often seems that life is a debate about the things we do not know. What is truth?
What is right and wrong? Where is God? None of these questions are theoretical
and all of them are answered in Christ, whom we know as Savior and Redeemer.

The Law reveals the depth of our need and our sinful hearts. Christ makes known the
love of the Father. Gathered in worship, we meet where Christ is—in His Word and
Sacraments. Faith is not about what we do not know but about what we do know.
Christ is our all. He fulfills the promise of the Old Testament and completes our
redemption. We confess Him who came, who comes to us now through the means
of grace, and who will come again to deliver us to the Father. To know Christ is to
know everything.

PRESERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME — Pastor Christopher Fairbairn

RINGING OF THE BELL
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INVOCATION

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the *# Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Almighty God, we know and admit that we are sinners. We are conceived and
born sinful and we continue in that sin by our heedless thoughts, careless
words, and loveless deeds. Indeed, we deserve God's punishment now and
eternally. When we reflect honestly on our lives, we readily see that we are in
need of repentance and renewal that come only through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Let us then make confession to our gracious God.

Almighty God, we repent of our sins in thought, word and deed. You
know our failings and our transgressions. Be merciful to us, and for the
sake of Jesus, grant us Your forgiveness so that, as Your redeemed people,
we may find rest in You and with refreshed hearts serve You in time and in
eternity.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. By His grace, you are the sons and daughters of God,
cleansed by the Lamb, in the name of the Father and of the *# Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Almighty God, You show the light of Your truth to those in darkness. Give
strength to all believers to reject what erodes their faith and follow Your Son,
Jesus Christ, the perfect offering for sin, who has brought us salvation and who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 17:1-7 (God provides water from a rock.)

All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by
stages, according to the commandment of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, but there
was no water for the people to drink.2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and
said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me?
Why do you test the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people
grumbled against Moses and said, “"Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and
our children and our livestock with thirst?”
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4So Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall | do with this people? They are almost ready to
stone me.”®> And the Lord said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you
some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the
Nile, and go. é Behold, | will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall
strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did
so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the name of the place Massah

and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested
the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

Reader:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 5:1-11 (Christ died for us while we were still sinners.)

Reader:

People:

Reader:

People:

Reader:
People:

! Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, > through whom we have gained access by faith
into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of
God. * Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that
suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.
> And hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured out
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.

® You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died
for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person,
though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 2 But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.

% Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be
saved from God's wrath through him! '° For if, while we were God's enemies, we
were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having
been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!

' Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Children’s Message

Holy Gospel John 4:5-26 (Jesus meets with the Samaritan woman at the well.)

> So he came to a town of Samaria called
Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given
to his son Joseph.® Jacob's well was there;
so Jesus, wearied as he was from his
journey, was sitting beside the well. It was
about the sixth hour.

” A woman from Samaria came to draw water.
Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” & (For
his disciples had gone away into the city to
buy food.)? The Samaritan woman said to
him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a
drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For
Jews have no dealings with
Samaritans.)'® Jesus answered her, “If you
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would
have asked him, and he would have given
you living water.” 1 The woman said to
him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water
with, and the well is deep. Where do you
get that living water? 12 Are you greater
than our father Jacob? He gave us the well
and drank from it himself, as did his sons
and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to
her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will
be thirsty again, ¥ but whoever drinks of
the water that | will give him will never be
thirsty again.The water that | will give him
will become in him a spring of water
welling up to eternal life.” ® The woman
said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ

| will not be thirsty or have to come here to
draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband,

and come here.” 7 The woman answered
him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to
her, “You are right in saying, ‘Il have no
husband’; ' for you have had five
husbands, and the one you now have is not
your husband. What you have said is
true.”1 The woman said to him, “Sir, |
perceive that you are a prophet.2? Our
fathers worshiped on this mountain, but
you say that in Jerusalem is the place
where people ought to worship."?? Jesus
said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour
is coming when neither on this mountain
nor in Jerusalem will you worship the
Father.22 You worship what you do not
know; we worship what we know,

for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the
hour is coming, and is now here, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking
such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit,
and those who worship him must worship
in spirit and truth.”?> The woman said to
him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he
who is called Christ). When he comes, he
will tell us all things.” 2 Jesus said to her, “I
who speak to you am he."
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WHILE WE WERE
STILL SINNERS, *

CHRIST DIED

FOR US

ROMANS 5:8

Sermon - Pastor Christopher Fairbairn

THE APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the Ilvmg and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Pastor:  Gracious Father, we ask Your blessing on Your Church throughout the world. Fill
the Church with all truth and peace. Where it is in error, reform it; where it is in
need, supply it; where it is right, strengthen and confirm it; and where it is in
conflict, heal its divisions. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: We pray this day for the fellowship of faith and love that we enjoy as God'’s holy
people, asking that we may gather for worship with great joy and full anticipation
of the blessings of God that come to us through it. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.
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People: We also make our petitions for the sick, the shut-in, the sorrowing, those
undergoing hardship or challenges, and all who this day are in need of our
prayers, [especially . . .], that their prayers may soon be answered and that they
may be supported by God's people as they experience His good and gracious will
for their lives. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: We pray that we may be moved to give offerings of the best we have, showing
forth fruits in response to the great offering of our Lord Jesus for us on the cross.
May what we give of our time, talent, and treasure for the work of the Lord bring
blessing to many. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor:  Almighty God, since You have given us grace to make known our needs to You
and have promised that when two or three are gathered in Your name You will
hear their requests, fulfill now, O Lord, the desires of Your servants, as may be
best for them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

People: Amen.

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
If you brought your offering today, you are welcome to leave it in the offering box
you will find at the back of the church. Thank you.

We invite our guests and members to fill out our Friendship Card during worship, which
is found on the back of the pew. Please leave your card at the end of the pew near the
center aisle as you leave.

Stand
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Please see our communion policy stated on the inside front cover.

THE DISTRIBUTION

COMMUNION WINE: For those who may not be able to take regular wine, we offer
non-alcoholic wine, which is the light colored wine in the center of the communion tray.

++ We offer Gluten-free wafers upon request. ++
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642 O Living Bread from Heaven
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435 Come to Calvary's Holy Mountain
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Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
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3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring; Sim - ply to Thy cross I -cling.
4 While 1 draw this fleet - ing breath, When mine eye - lids close in death,

n | Il il } il
L | | | ] | )

GEE S —————
Let the wa-ter and the blood, From Thy riv - en side which flowed,
Could my zeal no res - pite know, Could my tears for - ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to Thee for dress; Help-less, look to Thee for grace;
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Be of sin the dou-ble cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
All  for sin could not a-tone; Thou must save, and Thou a - lone.
Foul, T to the foun-tain fly; Wash me, Sav-ior, or 1 die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, Let me hide my - self in Thee.

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your great love for us is beyond
comprehension. We thank You for granting us peace, pardon, and comfort at
Your blessed Table, where we find satisfaction and sustenance. Strengthen us
through what we have here received and keep us steadfast throughout our
pilgrimage on earth, bringing us at last to that heavenly banquet in Your
kingdom. This we ask through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

BENEDICTION

Pastor:  The blessing of God Almighty—the Father, who gave His Son for the life of
the world; the Son, who has revealed to us God's grace, mercy, and love;
and the Spirit, by whose fruit we are seen to be children of God—bless
you now and forever.

People: Amen.
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THE INVITATIONS

924 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing

1 Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, 3 Savior, when Your love shall call us
Fill our hearts with joy and peace; From our struggling pilgrim way,
Let us each, Your love possessing, Let not fear of death appall us,
Triumph in redeeming grace. Glad Your summons to obey.
O refresh us; O refresh us, May we ever, may we ever
Trav'ling through this wilderness. Reign with You in endless day.

@ Need some PRAYER? Anyone who desires special private prayer with a pastor or a Stephen

Minister may do so by coming forward after service to one of the front pews.

Our Vision — a place to come for comfort, support, answers, opportunities
to serve, and to strengthen a salvation relationship with Jesu

U

WHERE WE SERVE

Preacher
Officiant

Guest Music Director

Family Life

Elder
Greeter

Ushers

Counters

Pastor Christopher Fairbairn

Pastor Jim Frusti

Anthony Vivano

Jeanette Koch

Bob McGuigan
Christine Lewis

Jerry Krause
Ron Breuhan
Marty Jenter
Mike Huskey
Elyse Huskey

Jan Greulich
Frank Newman
George Foor
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Tech Team Corey Kovoch
Acolyte Caleb Norton
Welcome Center Sue Poole
Altar Society Jan Paver

Sue Poole

Bible Study and Small Group Opportunities

WEDNESDAYS: Women's Bible Study- Wednesdays @ 9:30am in the church Parish Hall.
SUNDAYS: Join us for bible study and fellowship @ 9:45am in the church Parish Hall.
SATURDAYS: Men'’s Bible Study — Every 15t and 3" Saturday @ 9:00am — Parish Hall

Attendance Last week: 3.1.2026— Attendance — 8:30am — 136 + 11:00am — 88 = 221
Communion - 156

Received week of 3.1.2026 for Church (Envelopes + loose plate)- $ 19,145 total includes online
giving School - $80.92

Remember Our Homebound - NEW ADDRESS
Ann Cook
1823 Crooks Rd.
Rochester, MI 48309

%y o M
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Ll Lvases in honor 0/[ L%/[O) 4 éﬁf{%d/d/(// o the %/yﬁjd/mm%.

903 . .
Dease arrange /o,ém{e up /0/0/’//0{0(’//’4 after the 17 am service.

Two vases of flowers are needed for April 19. If you would like to sponsor one or both vases,
please contact Anne Burgess at 734-765-4792 or anne.burgess.313@gmail.com.
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8 mar, sun @ B8:30 - 9:30am Worship w/Communion
® 9:45 - 10:45am Mission Trip Bible Study- room #1
® 9:45 - 10:45am Sunday School & Youth Bible Study
@ 1lam-12pm Worship
® 12-2pm YOUTH OPEN GYM
® 2-5pm Mission Trip Meeting- Parish Hall
® 7-9pm Adult pick up basketball - check notes for availability school gym
9 mar mon @ 6:30-T7:30pm Board of Day School Parish Hall
10 mar, TUE 10am - 2pm School Hot Lunch - Kitchen
® 5-6pm Board of Social Ministry - church office Ladies Lounge
® 530-Tpm Board of Evangelism - Parish Hall
® 6-T7:30pm Grizzlies Basketball - Gym
® &-Tpm Bible Quizzing Practice - sanctuary
11 mar, wep @ 9:30 - 10:30am Ladies Bible Study -Church Parish Hall
@ 530 -630pm Lenten Dinner- Parish Hall
® 7-9m Northville Swim Club (NSC) Room #3
® 7-38pm Lenten Worship Service
12  mar, THU 10am - 2pm School Hot Lunch - Kitchen
® 4:30-530pm Choir Practice
® 5:45-Tpm Bell Choir Rehearsal - church
® &-7:30pm Grizzlies Basketball - Gym
13 mar, FRI ® 7 -9pm AA Mtg. church parish hall
14 mar, saT @ 38am - S5pm Bible Quizzing Tournament

For the month of March, Women In Christ is highlighting an LWML mission grant that
provides funds to assist in the ministry of the Orphan Grain Train in the amount of
$18,000. The Orphan Grain Train has volunteers in 27 locations across the United States
who gather clothes and other relief supplies for destitute people around the world. Their
motto is “Sharing resources and bringing Christ’'s name and character to needy people
both far and near.” Please keep the Orphan Grain Train in your prayers.
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Lutheran Women
= IN Mission

YOU’RE INVITED to CRAFT DAY!

- LWML Members from St. Matthew, Westland and St. Michael, Wayne
. are hosting CRAFT DAY! to make 675 gift favors for the LWML
" Michigan District Convention.

Location: St. Matthew — Westland, Fellowship Hall
_ 5885 N. Venoy, Westland (Ford & Venoy)
Date & Time: Saturday, March 14, 2026

9:30 a.m. — NoonN (text 734.664.4486 for more info)

Everyone is welcome! No craft experience needed!

e A “make & take” craft table will be available for crafters who need a
break to draw or to make a small craft to take home.
e Light refreshments will be served.

- LWML Michigan District Convention Dates: June 26-28, 2026 — Kellog
* Hotel and Conference Center, Lansing, Michigan

Look for Convention on-line registration coming soon! (lwmlmichigan.org)

Everyone is invited to the 62" Annual Luncheon of the Council of Lutheran Women (CLW) on Tuesday, March
24, 2026. This year’s luncheon will be held at the Mirage, 16980 18 Mile Rd, Clinton Township, M

48038. RESERVATIONS are $38.00 per person, which includes a $2.00/person donation to seminarians and
CLW-supported food banks. NOTE: Seating is at tables of 10. Reservations are now being accepted and will be
via Zeffy. The link to the Zeffy reservation will be available on the CLW website. Please let Sue or Barbara know
if you are registering to go, we would like to fill a table and plan on riding together. Thank you.
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Lent Schedule 2026

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT
NOON LENT SERVICES — PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH- FARMINGTON HILLS

LUNCH AFTER SERVICES
3/11, 3/18, 3/25

7PM LENT SERVICES - ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH=- NORTHVILLE
5:30PM LENT DINNER
3/11, 3/18, 3/25

PALM SUNDAY BREAKFAST — 3/29/2026 - 8:30AM-9:30AM
PALM SUNDAY 3/29/2026— 10AM SERVICE

MAUNDY THURSDAY — 4/02/2026— 7PM SERVICE

GoobD FRIDAY — 4/03/2026— 1PM & 7PM SERVICES

EASTER SUNDAY 4/05/2026 — 8:30AM & 11:00AM SERVICES

We need a board, group or family to sign up to sponsor and serve a Lent Dinners- if
you are able to sign up for a dinner, please call the church office! 3/25 still needs to be
filled - 248-349-3140 ext. 110

As you may have seen the notice in the bulletin about the Council of Lutheran Women
Luncheon, | hope you have placed your reservation to join us. We would like to have an
in-gathering of socks. All sizes for men, women and children. We will collect them for 3
weeks and take them down to the luncheon with us. The end purpose will be for the
missions of Gifts for all God's Children, Family of God and Elli's House. Please be sure
to have them to church by Sunday March 22. Any questions, please contact Sue or
Barbara. Thank you.

Q Part-time custodian needed for the school. Hours would be Tuesday and Thursdays
A ¢ 4pm-8pm but time is some what flexible. Call the school /church for more
£f  information. 248-349-3140.

l i-l I
o www.facebook.com/stpaulnorthville splschoolnorthville
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Youth Bowling Grades 5th - 12th grade

Event Timing: SUNDAY March 15 @ TPM

Sponsored by St Faul Lutheran Church Northwville

Event Address: Plaza Lanes 42001 Ann Arbor Road

2 hour Bowling Pizza and Drink included $15 00 per person

Contact Jeanette @ familylife@stipaulnorthville org or text @248-974.3323
RSVP by March 5th so we can confirm we have enough lanes

Link below:

https: ffomms, gle/X ISHS5QufoERgecBmeb
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Join us for a festive St. Patrick’s Day Celebration Dinner & Raffle in support of our
school! Bringing authentic Irish flair to the celebration, the evening will feature a special performance by
The O'Saint McPauley Singers & Pipers

This Fun, FAMILY-FRIENDLY event is a great way to enjoy good food, and celebrate the spirit of the
holiday While helping raise funds for our school community! Enjoy a hearty menu featuring traditional
Corned Beef with cabbage and carrots, freshly baked Irish Soda Bread, a fully loaded Baked Potato
Bar (Tater tots for kids), and delicious desserts to end the evening on a sweet note.

We hope to see you there—Come hungry and leave Smilin!
DATE: Tuesday, March 17th
TIME: 5:30 pm

LOCATION: School Gym
Cost: Free Will Donation

RAFFLE: Live

QR Code for St Paul Northville School Givebutter Fundraiser page
On phone, open camera, hover over QR Code, small writing in yellow will appear withing parenthesis.
Click on yellow writing, page will open!

STOP BY THE FAIR @ THE EASTER FAIR
OR
PAl;ﬂ SUNDAY BREAKFAST
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\ ST PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOOL
\ WHEN: MARCH 23 — MARCH 29
WHERE: UPPER FLOOR OF SCHOOL
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