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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
8:30 am 

May 10, 2026 
 

   
Prepared to Make a Defense 

 

AS WE GATHER 
 

It would be a strange thing for God to send His Son to prepare the way of salvation 

for the world and then not give us a way to receive that salvation. “Christ also 

suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that He might bring us to 

God” (1 Peter 3:18).  How does Jesus “bring us to God”?  Peter says, “Baptism . . . 

now saves you” (1 Peter 3:21).  
 

Here is the most important way Jesus sends the Helper, the Holy Spirit, who works 

repentance and faith in the heart. Saving faith is not a product of our own effort, 

decision, or desire.  It is always the gift of God, continually renewed and 

strengthened by the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word and Sacraments.  As 

our Easter celebration continues, we are drawn closer to our Lord, who remains close 

to us, as He said, “I am with you always” (Matt. 28:20). 
 

Again, we are urged to always be “prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 

you for a reason for the hope that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15).  As we share our hope in 

Christ, we are called to do so with gentleness and respect! 

 
 

WELCOME — Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL   
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930 All You Works of God, Bless the Lord 
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INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 

Pastor: Beloved, Jesus said, “I will be with you always.” Let us take Him at His word 

and come into His presence, sharing our great need of Him as we confess 

our sins and ask for forgiveness. 

 

People: I confess to almighty God all my sins with which I have offended You, 

especially the sin of trying to go it alone without You. On my own, I 

am weak, and sin so easily makes me forget Your Word and will for 

my life. I have sinned in many ways by evil thoughts, words, and 

deeds.  Because of Your merciful death on the cross and in the power 

of Your resurrection from the dead, let me hear from You the words 

of Your grace and forgiveness and new life.  Amen. 

 

Pastor: In keeping with His promise, the Lord sends another helper to deliver His 

own words of forgiveness.  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son 

to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  By His grace, you 

are declared righteous and redeemed, in the name of the Father and of 

the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 103:8–11; antiphon: Psalm 103:2–3 

 

Pastor: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits, 

People: who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases. 

 

Pastor: The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love. 

People: He will not always chide, nor will He keep His anger forever. 
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Pastor: He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to 

our iniquities. 

 

People: For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His 

steadfast love toward those who fear Him. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who 

forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray.  O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration 

grant that we may think those things that are right and by Your merciful 

guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

We Will Remember        St Paul’s Choral Ensemble 
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Epistle 1 Peter 3:13–22 

(Be prepared to give a defense for the hope in you.) 
 

Reader:13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you 

should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do 

not be frightened.” 15 

People: But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. 

 

Reader:Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give    

the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,     
16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your 

good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 

People: 17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for 

doing evil. 

 

Reader:18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to 

bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 
19 After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned 

spirits— 20 to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently 

in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight 

in all, were saved through water, 

People: 21and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also— 

 

Reader:not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience 

toward God. 
 

All: It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into 

heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers  

 in submission to him. 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Children’s Message  
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Holy Gospel   John 14:15–21 (Jesus promises the Holy Spirit.) 

 
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.16 And I will ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the 

Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 

nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 
 

18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.19 Yet a little while and the 

world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will 

live.20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, 

and I in you. 21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is 

who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will 

love him and manifest myself to him.” 

 

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ 

 

 

THE APOSTLES CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from 

the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, His the throne; 

Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood: 

“Jesus out of ev’ry nation has redeemed us by His blood.” 
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Sermon – Pastor Christopher Fairbairn   

We are to set apart Christ as Lord in our hearts, 

  but we usually set apart ourselves as lord.  

What are some specific ways in which you are guilty 

  of doing this? 

Peter tells us that after His resurrection Jesus descended 

into hell. 

 Why did he do that?  Why is it comforting? 

 

 

Lord, I have Been to the Lakeshore 

 

Lord, you have come to the lakeshore  

looking neither for wealthy nor wise ones. 

You only asked me to follow humbly. 

 

O Lord, with your eyes you have searched 

me, 

and while smiling, You have spoken my 

name 

Now my boat’s left on the shoreline 

behind me; 

by your side I will seek other seas. 

 

You know so well my possessions; 

my boat carries no gold and no weapons; 

You will find there, my nets my labor. 

 

O Lord, with your eyes you have searched 

me, 

and while smiling, You have spoken my 

name 

Now my boat’s left on the shoreline 

behind me; 

by your side I will seek other seas. 

 

You, who have fished other oceans 

Ever longed for by souls who are waiting 

My loving friend, as thus You call me 

 

O Lord, with your eyes you have searched 

me, 

and while smiling, You have spoken my 

name 

Now my boat’s left on the shoreline 

behind me; 

by your side I will seek other seas. 

 (2x) 

  



 9 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 

              We give You praise and thanksgiving, almighty God, that You do not leave 

us or forsake us, but come to us and all the world by Your Holy Spirit 

working through Your Word. By His help, we worship and glorify You, and 

take continual refuge in Your great mercy and grace. Abide with us, and 

keep us close to You, that we may share in Your great life and love. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Lift up Your whole Church in the Spirit of Christ and especially those You call 

and send, who give us Your gifts of forgiveness and Your Word of truth. Be 

with us always with Your mercy, protection, and love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Grant Your blessings to all in the authority of government in our nation and 

throughout the world, that we may lead peaceful and quiet lives, godly and 

dignified in every way. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . .]. 

Have mercy on those to whom death draws near. Bring consolation to those 

in sorrow. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly Father, 

grant to us for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

If you brought your offering today, you are welcome to leave it in the offering box          

you will find at the back of the church.  Thank you. 

 

We invite our guests and members to fill out our Friendship Card during worship, 

which is found on the back of the pew.  Please leave your card at the end of the pew     

near the center aisle as you leave. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 Please see our communion policy stated on the inside front cover. 
 

  

THE DISTRIBUTION 

COMMUNION WINE:  For those who may not be able to take regular wine, we offer 

non-alcoholic wine, which is the light colored wine in the center of the communion tray.  

 

 ++  We offer Gluten-free wafers upon request. ++  
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I Love to Tell the Story

I love to tell the story 

Of unseen things above 

Of Jesus and His glory 

Of Jesus and His love 

 

I love to tell the story 

Because I know 'tis true 

It satisfies my longings 

As nothing else can do 

Chorus 

I love to tell the story 

'Twill be my theme in glory 

To tell the old old story 

Of Jesus and His love 

Verse 2 

I love to tell the story 

More wonderful it seems 

Than all the golden fancies 

Of all our golden dreams 

 

I love to tell the story 

It did so much for me 

And that is just the reason 

I tell it now to thee 

I love to tell the story 

'Twill be my theme in glory 

To tell the old old story 

Of Jesus and His love 

Verse 3 

I love to tell the story 

'Tis pleasant to repeat 

What seems each time I tell it 

More wonderfully sweet 

I love to tell the story 

For some have never heard 

The message of salvation 

From God's own holy Word 

I love to tell the story 

'Twill be my theme in glory 

To tell the old old story 

Of Jesus and His love 

Verse 4 

I love to tell the story 

For those who know it best 

Seem hungering and thirsting 

To hear it like the rest 

And when in scenes of glory 

I sing the new new song 

'Twill be the old old story 

That I have loved so long 

I love to tell the story 

'Twill be my theme in glory 

To tell the old old story 

Of Jesus and His love 

To tell the old old story 

Of Jesus and His love 
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605 Father Welcomes 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Soon and Very Soon      St. Paul’s Choral Ensemble 

 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King 

Hallelujah hallelujah 

We're going to see the King  
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Verse 2  

No more crying there 

We are going to see the King 

No more crying there 

We are going to see the King 

No more crying there 

We are going to see the King 

Hallelujah hallelujah 

We're going to see the King  

 

Hallelujah hallelujah 

Hallelu - - jah!  

 

(Key Change) 

 

Verse 3 

No more dying there 

We are going to see the King 

No more dying there 

We are going to see the King 

No more dying there 

 

We are going to see the King 

Hallelujah hallelujah 

We're going to see the King  

 

Verse 4 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King 

 

Hallelujah hallelujah 

We're going to see the King  

 

Hallelujah hallelujah 

Hallelu - - jah!  

 

Soon and very soon 

  

 

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 

 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Pastor: The almighty God—Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit—bless you,  

                  now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

THE INVITATIONS 
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Hallelujah Feeling 

Verse 1 
Some days I climb the mountains, 
Some days I touch the clouds, 
Some days my best friend 
Has been the cold hard ground. 
There’s mercy new each morning, 
Comfort through the night. 
My eyes are fixed on Jesus, 
And I’m gonna be alright. 
 
Chorus 
I got that hallelujah feeling  
down in my soul. 
I got that hallelujah feeling  
and it won’t let go. 
God is good, yes and amen 
No matter what comes I know 
I got that hallelujah feeling down in my soul. 
 
Tag - Hallelujah Hallelujah 
 
Verse 2 
Oh just because it’s raining, 
Doesn’t mean the sun won’t shine. 
There’s a season for the struggle, 
And a season for the prize. 
But my hope is never fading, 
'Cause it’s anchored in the truth. 
My Father goes before me, 
And His joy will see me through. 
 

Chorus 
I got that hallelujah feeling  
down in my soul. 
I got that hallelujah feeling  
and it won’t let go. 
God is good, yes and amen 
No matter what comes I know 
I got that hallelujah feeling down in my soul. 
 
Tag - Hallelujah hallelujah (2x) 
 
Bridge 
When everything is shaking, 
Got that solid rock like pavement. 
I might bend, but I’m not breaking. 
I know who’s on my side 
 
When everything is shaking, 
Got that solid rock like pavement. 
I might bend, but I’m not breaking. 
The Lord is on my side 
 
Chorus 
I got that hallelujah feeling  
down in my soul. 
I got that hallelujah feeling  
and it won’t let go. 
God is good, yes and amen 
No matter what comes I know 
I got that hallelujah feeling down in my soul. 
Tag - Hallelujah hallelujah (3x) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need some PRAYER?   Anyone who desires special private prayer with a pastor or a Stephen Minister may do so 

by coming forward after service to one of the front pews. 

 
 

Our Vision — a place to come for comfort, support, answers, opportunities  

     to serve, and to strengthen a salvation relationship with Jesus. 
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WHERE WE SERVE 

Preacher/Officiant                                 Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 
Music Director                                  Paul Ventimiglia 
Family Life Director                          Jeanette Koch 
Elder                                                                                                                                                 Bob McGuigan
             
St Paul’s Choral Ensemble 

Lisa Fairbairn 
Cheryl Bailey 

Nancy Berg - Crenshaw 
Anne Burgess 
Chris Burgess 

John Hasse 
Barbara Hoffmeier 

Will Hoffmeier 
Linda Johnson 

Rich Johnson 
Chris Englert 

Sue Roman 
Jeff Shapiro 

Alexandra Vago 
Ventia Schlie 

 
Acolyte             Jack Adler 
                  
Ushers                  Jerry Krause 
                                                                                                                                                           Ron Breuhan 
                             Marty Jenter 
                  Mike Huskey 
                         Elyse Huskey 
Reader                                                                                                                                                Shelly Ernst 
 
Altar Society             Jan Paver 
                       Sue Poole 
 
Greeter                            Carol Crete and Paul Kemp
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Counters                                                                                                                                Melissa Raikes 
                                                                                                                                                  Kathy Verseman 
                                                                                                                                                Dennis Verseman
                 
Welcome Center                                                                                                                             Sue Poole        
              
Coffee Hour                                                                                                                         Confirmation Class
            
Tech Team                                                                                                     Corey Kovoch
               
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bible Study and Small Group Opportunities 

WEDNESDAYS: Women’s Bible Study- Wednesdays @ 9:30am in the church Parish Hall. 

SUNDAYS:        Join us for bible study and fellowship @ 9:45am in the church Parish Hall. 

SATURDAYS:    Men’s Bible Study – Every 1st and 3rd Saturday @ 9:00am – Parish Hall 

Attendance Last week: 5.3.2026– Attendance – 8:30am -105 + 11:00am – 77   = 182 

Communion - 151 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Received week of 5.3.2026 for Church (Envelopes + loose plate)- $13,159.67 total includes online 
giving       School - $1,522.66 
 Memorials have been given in memory of Ted Schultz from the McGuigan Family and the Krauter Family. 

A memorial has been given in memory of Joanne Kirkpatrick Bjorkman (Marilyn Edick and Sue Mai’s sister) from Linda 

McFarland to the school.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Remember Our Homebound 

Jean Pichan 
Northville Pointe Senior Living 

40405 6 Mile Rd. 
Northville, MI   48168 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Altar Flowers 

 

One vase in honor of our daughter Miriam Ruth’s birthday from Ron and Kim Ruth. 

 

One vase in memory of my father Al Delleree from Charleen Hill. 

 

                                                 Please arrange to pick up your flowers after the 11 am service. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

One vase of flowers needed for  May 17. Cost per vase is $15.00. If you would like to sponsor a 

vase, please contact Anne Burgess at 734-765-4792 or anne.burgess.313@gmail.com. 

mailto:anne.burgess.313@gmail.com
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______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

      Endowment Fund News       

It’s amazing to think that our St. Paul Endowment Fund began in 2011 with a single donation of $1,000. 

God has truly blessed this ministry! At the close of 2025, the Fund balance has grown to $109,234.86, 

which will provide $5,450 in grant dollars for 2026.  Our 2026 grant window is now open between April 

15th and May 31st, with award notifications being made by the end of June.  Grant applications are 

available on the Narthex bulletin board and in the school office.   

We are now entering our fifth year of awarding grants, and to date the Endowment Fund has shared 

more than $16,285 to support ministry, mission, and community outreach. Here are just a few of the 

projects that have been blessed through these funds: 

• National Youth Gathering (Texas) 

• Belize Mission Trip 

• Protect Young Eyes Technology Event 

• Handbell Choir Storage Cases 

• New Church Website 

• Science & Chemistry Learning Materials 

• Christmas Decorations 

• Church Roof Repairs 
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• Church Office Construction 

• VBS T-Shirts 

• Bible Quizzers 

• Church Sign Refurbishment 

• Marketing & Ministry Materials 

Your generosity — past, present, and future — makes this possible. Thank you to everyone who has 

contributed to the Endowment Fund and continues to support it so faithfully. 

Blessing Bag Corner News -  
 
Missy Kreucher, a long time member facilitates 
making blessing bags at Mercy High School- “ In 2020, 
Mercy High School’s Honor Society was struggling for 
a way to earn community service points without 
engaging in the community.  The introduction of the 
blessing bags allowed the girls an opportunity to 
support the community from a distance.  Each 
blessing bag had very specific requirements, including 
hygiene, warm weather gear, and most importantly, a 
spiritual biblical message.  One blessing bag equals 
one service point with a maximum of three allowed.  

The blessing bags became an instant hit with the girls who needed to earn service points.  Since 
2020 we estimate Mercy High Schools National Honor Society has donated 350 blessing bags to 
the Detroit Street Mission.  All blessing bags are delivered to St. Paul and distributed accordingly. 
During covid years we also let the girls earn points for making brownies. One student baked 1200 
brownies for the mission. We gave 5 hours for every 100 brownies. “  

 

 

Christ Our Savior Lutheran (14175 Farmington Rd, Livonia) will host an Ascension Day service on 
Thurs, May 14 at 7pm. This holy day falls forty days after Easter and marks the end of Jesus’ ministry 
on earth. In this account, we see a glimpse of our Christ's exultation as the Lord who sits at the right  
hand of God. After this moment, the Holy Spirit was sent to the church to be their constant Comforter  
and Guide, a presence that continues into the life of our church today. What an occasion to  
celebrate! We hope you can join us as we praise or sacrificed, risen and ASCENDED Savior! The  
Board of Social Ministry will be having a Graduate Recognition Coffee Hour the first part of June. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
We are making a "Picture Board " to display in church.  If you have a 2026 High School or  
College Graduate we would like the name, the school, a picture, and a brief mention of what the  
graduate's future plans are.  Please send same to Cheryl Koch: Ckoch2rn@gmail.com before May  
31st ( or drop off at church office) 
 

mailto:Ckoch2rn@gmail.com
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OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Please welcome back former members Terry and Phyllis Fraser.  They have transferred to us from 

Prince of Peace in Farmington.  The Frasers and their children were members here from 1990 to 2001.  We 

are so happy to have you back and look forward to getting to know you better.   

 

Also, welcome our new members Bill and Venetia Schlie.  Both went through Newcomer Class.  

Venetia is joining us through transfer from Christ the King Southgate.  Venetia has already found a way to 

serve here at St. Paul by joining the choir.  Thank you for sharing your talents. 

 

Daniel and Lindsey Bohannon were added to the St. Paul family after attending the spring 

Newcomer Class.  They are new members but have been attending faithfully for some time with their son 

Mitchel.  We are so happy to welcome you. 

 

Grant Moeggenborg also attended the Newcomer Class this spring.  He has faithfully attended 

services with his fiancé Paige Berman and her family for over a year.  Grant and Paige were married here 

at St. Paul on April 18.  Welcome to the new member and the new family.   

 

Romans 15:7 - "Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you." 

____________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Medicare 101 Seminar  Are you currently on Medicare or do you need to sign up?  Do you have questions, 
like "what are my choices?" or "how do I enroll?"  Scott, with Huggins Medicare Advisors, is offering a free 
Medicare 101 seminar to help you navigate your options.  Learn about deadlines, penalties and optional 
add-ons.  A complimentary sub sandwich meal will be provided at each seminar.  If one of the following 
dates and times will work for you, call Scott at 248-266-9677 to sign up, or ask any other questions.   
 
Wednesday, May 27, 2026 at 6 p.m. at Trinity Hospital (St. Joe's) - Oakland, 44405 Woodward Ave, 
Pontiac, MI in the Lear Room (south entrance, lower level) 
Wednesday, June 24, 2026 at 6 p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 201 S. Elm St, Northville, MI in the 
Fellowship Hall 
 


