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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
8:30am 

May 11, 2025 

 
 

           
 

 

 

The Good Shepherding Continues 

  

AS WE GATHER 

 

Even as we celebrate Jesus as our Good Shepherd, we also acknowledge that His 

shepherding love and care continues through the undershepherds whom He sends 

to protect, preserve, and provide for His sheep. The pastors do not replace Jesus, our 

Good Shepherd, but are the means by which our Lord continues His work among us 

through His Word and Sacraments. His Word and promise continue and He is 

among us just as He has said, still leading us to the still quiet waters, the rich green 

pastures, and the safe refuge so familiar to us in the words of Psalm 23. 

 

 
 

WELCOME — Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
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821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
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INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 23:1–2, 4, 6 

 

Pastor: The Lord is my shepherd; 

People: I shall not want. 

 

Pastor: He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

People: He leads me beside still waters. 

 

Pastor: Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

People: I will fear no evil, 

 

Pastor: for You are with me; 

People: Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 

 

Pastor: Surely good and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

People: and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord, my Shepherd, 

People: You call me by name as one of Your own dear sheep. You are 

teaching me to recognize Jesus’ voice and follow Him. Yet, because 

my sinful nature is alienated from You since birth, I find it so difficult 

to listen to You, much less to love and serve even the people nearest 

me. In fact, I often think, say, and do things that are hurtful both to 

me and the people around me. How then will I be able to stand 

before Your throne on the Last Day in union with all Your people 

from every nation, tribe, and language? Forgive and help me for 

Jesus’ sake. 
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Pastor: Beloved by God, Jesus has given you eternal life, and you will never 

perish, and no one will snatch you out of His hand.  All your sins are 

washed in the blood of the Lamb and truly forgiven in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

Kyrie   

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

Hymn of Praise   Gloria in Excelsis   

Pastor:  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
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Collect of the Day 

Pastor: Let us pray.  Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from 

death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we 

hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by 

name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

Sit 
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Seek Ye First                                                                                         Joyful Ringers 

 

First Reading  Acts 20:17–35 (Paul with the Ephesian elders) 
 

17 But when we landed at Miletus, he sent a 

message to the elders of the church at 

Ephesus, asking them to come and meet 

him. 

18 When they arrived he declared, “You know 

that from the day I set foot in the province of 

Asia until now 19 I have done the Lord’s work 

humbly and with many tears. I have endured 

the trials that came to me from the plots of 

the Jews. 20 I never shrank back from telling 

you what you needed to hear, either publicly 

or in your homes.21 I have had one message 

for Jews and Greeks alike—the necessity of 

repenting from sin and turning to God, and 

of having faith in our Lord Jesus. 

22 “And now I am bound by the Spirit to go 

to Jerusalem. I don’t know what awaits 

me, 23 except that the Holy Spirit tells me in 

city after city that jail and suffering lie 

ahead.24 But my life is worth nothing to me 

unless I use it for finishing the work assigned 

me by the Lord Jesus—the work of telling 

others the Good News about the wonderful 

grace of God. 

25 “And now I know that none of you to 

whom I have preached the Kingdom will ever 

see me again. 26 I declare today that I have 

been faithful. If anyone suffers eternal death, 

it’s not my fault,27 for I didn’t shrink from 

declaring all that God wants you to know. 

28 “So guard yourselves and God’s people. 

Feed and shepherd God’s flock—his church, 

purchased with his own blood—over which 

the Holy Spirit has appointed you as 

leaders. 29 I know that false teachers, like 

vicious wolves, will come in among you after 

I leave, not sparing the flock. 30 Even some 

men from your own group will rise up and 

distort the truth in order to draw a 

following.31 Watch out! Remember the three 

years I was with you—my constant watch 

and care over you night and day, and my 

many tears for you. 

32 “And now I entrust you to God and the 

message of his grace that is able to build 

you up and give you an inheritance with all 

those he has set apart for himself. 

33 “I have never coveted anyone’s silver or 

gold or fine clothes. 34 You know that these 

hands of mine have worked to supply my 

own needs and even the needs of those who 

were with me. 35 And I have been a constant 

example of how you can help those in need 

by working hard. You should remember the 

words of the Lord Jesus: ‘It is more blessed 

to give than to receive.’” 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading Revelation 7:9–17

 (Sheep from every nation, tribe, people, and language) 

 

9 After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation and tribe and people 

and language, standing in front of the throne and before the Lamb. They were clothed 

in white robes and held palm branches in their hands.10 And they were shouting with a 

great roar, 

“Salvation comes from our God who sits on the throne 

    and from the Lamb!” 
11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four 

living beings. And they fell before the throne with their faces to the ground and 

worshiped God.12 They sang, 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

    and thanksgiving and honor 

and power and strength belong to our God 

    forever and ever! Amen.” 
13 Then one of the twenty-four elders asked me, “Who are these who are clothed in white? 

Where did they come from?” 
14 And I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” 

Then he said to me, “These are the ones who died in the great tribulation. They have 

washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb and made them white. 
15 “That is why they stand in front of God’s throne 

    and serve him day and night in his Temple. 

And he who sits on the throne 

    will give them shelter. 
16 They will never again be hungry or thirsty; 

    they will never be scorched by the heat of the sun. 
17 For the Lamb on the throne 

    will be their Shepherd. 

He will lead them to springs of life-giving water. 

    And God will wipe every tear from their eyes.” 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Awesome God                                                                                      Joyful Ringers 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel  John 10:22–30 (Jesus and the Father are one.) 

 

Reader: 22 It was now winter, and Jesus was in Jerusalem at the time of Hanukkah, 

the Festival of Dedication. 23 He was in the Temple, walking through the 

section known as Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The people surrounded him 

and asked,  

People:  “How long are you going to keep us in suspense?  If you are the 

Messiah, tell us plainly.” 

 

Reader: 25 Jesus replied, “I have already told you, and you don’t believe me. The 

proof is the work I do in my Father’s name. 26 But you don’t believe me 

because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know 

them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never 

perish. No one can snatch them away from me, 29 for my Father has given 

them to me, and he is more powerful than anyone else. No one can snatch 

them from the Father’s hand.30 The Father and I are one.” 

 

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed  

 I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come.  Amen. 
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Sit 

 

711 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon – Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 
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Prayer of the Church 

Pastor: Lord Jesus, You are the Lamb of God who gave Your life to take away 

the sins of the world. You now stand as the Lamb slain in the presence 

of God, where You ever live to make intercession for Your people. 

 

You are also the Good Shepherd leading Your sheep to the eternal 

pasture of God’s kingdom. Grant as we now hear Your voice and know 

Your presence in Your Word and Sacraments that we may rest in the 

assurance that You know us and are with us through life’s valleys of 

shadow. 

 

People: Thank You that You hold on to us always as we follow You. 

Shepherd the flock of Your people, that we may live with one 

another according to the peace You have won for us.  Bless and 

protect all pastors who speak to us on Your behalf. 

 

Pastor: Jesus, You are eternally incarnate before the throne of God, which is the 

seat of all power and authority in heaven and on earth. Govern the 

leaders of this world that they may humbly serve the people of every 

tribe, nation, and language who will one day stand in Your presence. 

 

We pray for the sick, and all who suffer, [especially . . .], that in Your 

tender mercy You would be at work in us always for good. Grant all who 

suffer to trust in Your promise that nothing is able to snatch us out of 

Your hand. 

 

Thank You for Your faithful people of every time and every place who 

now rest from their labors in Your nearer presence.  

 

People: Shepherd us through this life with the saints of every nation, tribe, 

people, and language that we may worship before Your throne on 

the great and terrible day of the Lord; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

ALL: Amen. 
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Offering of Our Tithes and Gifts   

If you brought your offering today, you are welcome to leave it in the offering box  

you will find at the back of the church.  Thank you. 

 

We invite our guests and members to fill out our Friendship Card during worship, 

which is found on the back of the pew.  Please leave your card at the end of the pew     

near the center aisle as you leave. 

 

Stand 

 

550 Lamb of God 
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Service of the Sacrament 
Please see our communion policy stated on the inside front cover. 

 

Preface  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Lord's Prayer   

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord   
 

Pax Domini   

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Sit 

  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&docid=Hefst26c7Bly1M&tbnid=JMD6vK3ZwI-yKM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/index.html&ei=8n1AUemBFPOEygGj04D4DQ&psig=AFQjCNFbn-XXaCrhVUZ9zIcrxXcSdz2biQ&ust=1363267442369343
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Distribution  

COMMUNION WINE:  For those who may not be able to take regular wine, we offer 

non-alcoholic wine, which is the light colored wine in the center of the communion tray. 

 

++  We offer Gluten-free wafers upon request. ++ 

 

752 Be Still, My Soul 
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605 Father Welcomes 
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710 The Lord's My Shepherd, I'll Not Want 
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Stand 

Thank the Lord 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Thank You, Lamb of God, for feeding us with Your own body and blood in 

this Sacrament and for using this meal as part of Your holding on to us 

throughout our lives. Continue to lead us, Good Shepherd, by the sound of 

Your voice to the green pastureland of God’s kingdom, where the nations 

will gather around Your throne; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

Benediction  

Pastor: Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 

Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip 

you with everything good that you may do His will, working in us that which is 

pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 

People: Amen. 
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THE INVITATIONS 

 

 

474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Need some PRAYER?   Anyone who desires special private prayer with a pastor or a Stephen 
Minister may do so by coming forward after service to one of the front pews. 

 

Our Vision — a place to come for comfort, support, answers, opportunities  

     to serve, and to strengthen a salvation relationship with Jesus. 



 19 

Where We Serve 

Pastor       Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 

Officiant      Pastor Jim Frusti 

Minister of Music     Paul Ventimiglia   

Family Life Director    Jeanette Koch 

Elder        Will Hoffmeier 

Reader      Jake Fairbairn 

 

Joyful Ringers  

Cheryl Bailey 

  Anne Burgess  

         Linda Courtney 

Katie Helmick  

Beth Hempel 

Carol Kandah  

Kenadee Koch 

                                                                   Julia Smith 

        Shelly Walldorff 

               

Welcome Center        Kara Patterson          

                                                                                                                                   

Ushers      Jerry Krause 

       Ron Breuhan 

       Marty Jenter 

       Mike Huskey 

       Elyse Huskey      

            

Greeters      Ernst Family          

                                                                                                                                  

Tech Team      Corey Kovoch      

                                                                                                             

Counters           Melissa Raikes 

       Kathy Verseman 

       Dennis Verseman       

 

Altar Society      Jan Paver     

Coffee Hour      Confirmation Youth 

Acolyte `  `   Lucy Adler    
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Bible Study and Small Group Opportunities 

SUNDAYS:       Join us for bible study and fellowship @ 9:45am in the church Parish Hall. 

SATURDAYS:   Men’s Bible Study – Every 1st and 3rd Saturday @ 9:00am – Parish Hall 

WEDNESDAYS: Women's Bible Study - Wednesdays @ 9:30 am - Parish Hall 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attendance Last week: 5.4.2025– Attendance – 8am –79 + 11am – 102  = 181 

Received week of 5.4.2025- for Church (Envelopes + loose plate)- $13,965 total includes online giving 

School - $458.34 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Remember Our Shut-Ins 
Joyce Carr 

1066 Washington Circle 
Northville, MI 48167 

________________________________________________________ 
                                           Altar Flowers 
 

      One vase in honor of the birthdays of our children Duncan and Beth from 
                                      Chris and Anne Burgess.  

  One vase in memory of my father Al Delleree  from Charleen Hill. 
 

Please arrange to pick up your flowers after the 11 am service 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Voters Meeting 
Sunday – May 18th 

9:45am- Church Parish Hall 

 

 
The Board of Social of Ministry will be having a Graduate Recognition the first part of 
June.  We are making a “Picture Board” to display in church. If you have a 2025 High 
School or College Graduate we would like the name, the school, a picture, and a brief 
mention of what the graduate’s future plans are. Please send the same to Cheryl Koch: 
CKoch2rn@gmail.com  or drop off at church office. Before May 31  

mailto:CKoch2rn@gmail.com
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For the month of May, Women in Christ is honoring the LWML Mission Grant entitled 
New Shepherds for South Sudan (Lutheran Heritage Foundation) for $18,000. The 
people of South Sudan are in need of the gospel, living in extreme poverty, civil war, 
famine, and disease, with average life expectancy of only 56 years.  The Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in South Sudan (ELCSS) has more than 200 congregations, but fewer than 80 
pastors to serve them.  Need for new pastors is great, as each pastor is responsible for preaching 
God’s word to at least three congregations, often long distances apart.  Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation in Macomb, MI, has partnered with ELCSS to establish a seminary, the Concordia 
Lutheran Institute for the Holy Ministry (CLIHM) to provide theological education for new 
pastors.  These CLIHM seminarians come from extreme poverty and do not have funds to cover 
educational costs.  This grant would support five South Sudan seminarians for one year, providing 
tuition, supplies, room and board.  Please consider this great need when you fill your MITE box this 
month. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
IS GOD CALLING YOU TO CONSIDER BECOMING A STEPHEN MINISTER? 
 In Stephen Ministry, members of our congregation are trained and equipped to meet once a week, 
one on one, with someone going through a difficult time.  Stephen Ministers provide a caring 
presence, a listening ear, and comforting words—supporting care receivers throughout their 
journey.   People become Stephen Ministers to make a real difference in the lives of people who 
are hurting.  Stephen Ministers walk alongside people going through life challenges like grief, 
divorce, a medical crisis, job loss, and more.  They offer care, support, and encouragement, 
connecting hurting people with Christ’s healing love during some of the hardest times in their lives.  
If you are interested in hearing more about becoming a Stephen Minister or feeling God’s nudge, 
please let one of our Stephen Leaders know:  Pastor Jim Frusti, Jeanette Koch, and Linda Johnson. 
 

$$$$     Endowment Fund News     $$$$    2025 Grant 

window is now open from April 15th to May 31st; award 
notifications will be made by the end of June 2025.  Grant 
applications are available in the school office, on our website or 
via email. (Please email vickifilipiak@yahoo.com) 
St. Paul’s Endowment Fund was blessed with another great year 
of donations not to mention some good growth from the stock 

market.  Our 2024 year-end balance was $96,665.36 which generates $4825 in grant dollars available for 
2025.  We are headed into our fourth year of grants and have been able to give over $11,500 in  total 
grants.  Here is a re-cap of what the Endowment Fund has supported thus far: 

• $1600 St Paul’s National Youth Gathering in Texas 

• $450 Belize mission trip 

• $1200 Protect Young Eyes Tech talk 101 event 

• $470 Hand Bell Choir storage cases 

• $3365 Church administration office space construction 

• $2000 Church Roof 

• $450 VBS T-Shirts 

• $500 Bible Quizzers 

• $1000 New Church Website 

• $500 School science experiment/chemistry supplies 

Thank you to everyone that has donated and continues to support to our Endowment Fund. 
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Barbara Hoffmeier will be leading a team of ten members from St Peter's Lutheran Church, Big 
Rapids, Michigan, May 10th through the 17th, with MOST Ministries (Mission Opportunity Short 
Term.) They will be conducting Eyeglass Clinics in two different locations during the week and 
hope to distribute about 1000 pairs of prescription glasses and sunglasses. The location is 
Amatitlan in the Western Highlands of Guatemala.  
The BLOG to follow their 
progress is:  https://guatemalateam2504missiontrip.blogspot.com/      You can send her a 
message at: bhoffmeier3@gmail.com    St Paul sent a team there in April of 2018 for a 
Construction Project and to teach Health and Hygiene classes.  Please keep Barbara and the 
team in your prayers for safety, good health, and many opportunities to share the Good News so 
they will "see" Jesus!  

Spring has sprung!  We sure could use your assistance in sprucing up the grounds on Saturday, 
May 31, 9am - 1pm, or any part thereof!  Hotdogs for lunch.  Bring your rake, trimmer, edger, 
gloves, and other outdoor tools you would like to use.   
Just as your home yard needs attention after the winter, so your Church home needs some 
attention as well.   
This is rated an "easy, entry level" project for those who would like to serve , but don't know where 
to begin helping out at your Church home.   
Rain or shine, indoor or out-of-door, we will be ready with projects! 
Contact Mark Faerber, Trustee if you have questions. 734 686 2100.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

A great big thank you to our Chicken Tetrazzini Casserole makers, Julia Smith, Mary Lou 
Jaussi, Janet & Bill Kovalak, Claudia Williamson 
Kathy Verseman, Jeanette Koch, Gretchen Hasse and welcome Kathleen McFall our 
newest helper. Carolyn Nieuwkoop & Marcy Treder 
made salad for us and Karen Frusti & Carole Crete brought rolls and Carole also brought 
the butter.  Beth & Chuck Hempel brought all the fruit, bananas, their favorite they always 
ask for an extra for their pocket.  Chocolate and white Milk - Jan Faerber, juice - Anne 
Burgess and a case of water - Shelly Walldorff.  Cheryl, Jan and Lisa made all the desserts 
and there are never leftovers of those, they love them , whatever it is they  eat them all up. 
Our servers were Claudia and Mike Williamson, Pat McGuigan, and Shelly Walldorff.  We 
thank Margo for organizing the kitchen and Marcy for putting together our paper 
products.  Pat shared that Ben helped them serve, he finished up at Concordia and is going 
to St. Louis for Seminary, Pat said he was a joy to serve with.  Michelle who was beaten up 
over a month ago still needs our prayers as her physical signs are fading the inside ones 
are not.  Family of God is getting a new pastor, number 3, more information on him to 
come.  Thank you all for helping those that need a warm meal and some social contact, 
"Family" of God. 

https://guatemalateam2504missiontrip.blogspot.com/
mailto:bhoffmeier3@gmail.com
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It’s Island Time! 
School Auction 

Sat. May 17 @5 pm 

School Gym Island Oasis 
 

Frita Batidos has a “Late Lutheran” Special Allowance!  

The ticket sales deadline has been lifted thru today! 

I have tickets for sale at my table in the hall before and after service! 

 

Menu: 
Fritas:      Inspired by traditional Burgers served with shoestring fries on top on a soft egg bun 

                    Beef, Chicken, Great Lakes White Fish 

                    With and Without melted Muenster Cheese 

                    All accompanied with Tropical slaw, Cilantro-Lime Salsa, Avocado spread, lemon-Scented mayo, Sweet 

Chile mayo,          

                    and Chipotle mayo for guests to top their Fritas As desired! 

                    Grilled fresh outside and served feasting style table side 

Sides:       Tropical Salad  

                   “Best Snack Ever” 

Batidos:   Tropical Milkshakes made with fresh fruit, crushed ice, and Guernsey Dairy Vanilla bean Ice Cream 

                      Coconut Cream, Passion Fruit, Hibiscus…try all three 

                      Add a splash of rum! 

Sweets:   Churros with Chocolate Espanol for dipping 

 

Supporting our School’s Largest Fund Raiser of the Year!! 
 


