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ALL SAINTS’ DAY 
8:30 AM 

November 1, 2026  

 

 
Why Remember Saints? 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 

Today is bittersweet. Bitter, because some of us will be remembering someone we love 

who died recently, and we are still grieving. Yet sweet, because that loved one was also 

loved by God, redeemed by Jesus, and lives in that place Jesus went ahead to prepare. 

We grieve, as Paul says, but not “as others do who have no hope” (1 Thessalonians 

4:13). We also hear the words of Jesus in the Beatitudes, where Jesus blesses people 

not usually considered blessed: the poor in spirit, the mourning, the meek, 

peacemakers, the persecuted. The broken circumstances of your life do not define you 

entirely; Jesus defines you as blessed because He has taken hold of you in love and 

mercy and will never let you go. Blessed are you. 

 

 
 

WELCOME – Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 
 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
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982 Blest Are They 
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INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Ezekiel 18: 25-32 
 

Pastor: Lord, on this All Saints’ Day, we gather in Your name to remember and 

rejoice. 

People: We remember the ones we love—ones loved also by You. 

 

Pastor: We remember how You embraced them, showed them grace, and filled 

them with faith. 

People: We remember with heavy hearts. We remember with thankful hearts. 

 

Pastor: We rejoice in the resurrection life promised in and through Jesus. 

People: We rejoice that Jesus has overcome death forever. 

 

Pastor: We rejoice that You are God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—who will never 

leave us nor forsake us. 

People: Amen. 
 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: In Baptism, God welcomes us into the family of Christ and embraces us 

with His love. Welcomed and embraced, we are free to confess our sins, 

trusting the power of Christ to lead us to newness of life. 

People: We confess, good Lord, that we have sinned against You and our 

neighbors in thought, word, and deed. We have hungered and 

thirsted for unworthy things. Our hearts are not right within us. 

Forgive us, O God, for the sake of Jesus, our Brother. 
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Pastor: Today we hear these beautiful words from John: “See what kind of love the 

Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so 

we are.” 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God for our Baptism into Christ! 

 

 

423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Lord God, You sustained those who have gone before us in faith, You 

showed them grace, and in their lives You have shown us examples of 

good works that are the fruit of faith in Christ. So, sustain us in faith and 

grace, that we bear the fruit of faith with perseverance and joy; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING    Revelation 7: 9–17    (John catches a glimpse in a vision 

of God’s restoration of all creation.) 
 

A Great Multitude from Every Nation 
9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from 

every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and 

crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and 

to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the 

elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 

worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 

honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

 
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, 

and from where have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, 

“These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes 

and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 
15 “Therefore they are before the throne of God, 

    and serve him day and night in his temple; 

    and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
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16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 

    the sun shall not strike them, 

    nor any scorching heat. 
17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 

    and he will guide them to springs of living water, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God!  

 

 

EPISTLE 1 John 3:1–3   (The Father loves us and calls us His children.) 

 

3 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children 

of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not 

know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet 

appeared; but we know that when he appears[a] we shall be like him, because we shall 

see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God!  

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1–12     (Jesus blesses some of the least likely people, 

Teaching us that He is blessing us in the midst 

of all circumstances.) 

 

The Sermon on the Mount 

5 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3%3A1-3&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30565a
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The Beatitudes 
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 

satisfied. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great 

in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus 

Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 

all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, 

Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By 

whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary And was made man; 

And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried; And 

the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And 

sits on the right hand of the Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge both 

the living and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 

glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets.  And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic 

Church.  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, And I look for the 

resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

 

677 For All the Saints 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon – Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 

 



 

 
9 

COMMEMORATION OF OUR DEARLY DEPARTED 

 

Pastor: As we sing Jerusalem the Golden, all are invited to come forward and 

place a flower on the platform surrounding the Christ Candle in memory 

of any dearly departed loved one.  

 

672 Jerusalem the Golden 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: As loved and redeemed children of God and in communion with all the 

saints, let the incense of our prayer ascend to God. 

  That the Church, called from death to life by our Lord Jesus, would follow in 

the footsteps of all the saints who by God’s grace were agents of Christ’s 

life-giving service in the world, and for pastors, church workers, and all 

people of the Church, that they proclaim and demonstrate the Gospel of 

our salvation with boldness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: For the leaders of the world and of this nation; for all voters and for those 

elected, that they will respect the truth of the God-given dignity of every 

man, woman, and child; for all who serve in the armed forces; for victims of 

violence and war; and for our enemies, Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: For all those in any kind of need, those whom we have named and whom 

we name silently before You. [Time of silence]. Bring peace to the dying and 

comfort the bereaved. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: For all the households of this congregation, that they be havens of peace 

and lively places of faith in Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: For this holy assembly, that, setting our hope on Christ, we live to the praise 

of His glory. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 
 

REMEMBRANCE OF THE SAINTS 

Pastor: And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this down: Blessed are those 

who die in the Lord from now on. Yes, says the Spirit, they are blessed indeed, 

for they will rest from their hard work; for their good deeds follow them!” 

Let us remember with thanksgiving those who have gone before us with 

the sign of faith, for they were redeemed by God.  
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(A time of silence is observed as the names of all who have entered eternity 

since last All Saints' Day is read.) 

 

After each name is read, the bell tolls. 

 

Carole Miller   Ruth Natiw     Christina Rohn   

Richard Schneider        Marlene Shoebridge   Theodore Schultz  
 

Mitchell Ramsey Peggy Quick       Thomas Wooderson    

 

Pastor: Let us pray.  In joyful expectation of the resurrection to life, we remember 

before You, O Lord, all our departed family and friends who have gone before us in the 

faith. We offer thanksgiving for the gift of faith and hold fast to the certainty of Your 

promises. We implore You, remember Your Church throughout the world; make all its 

members grow in love for You and for one another. As You have received our brothers 

and sisters who have gone to their rest in the hope of the resurrection to eternal life, 

bring us at the last with them into the light of Your presence, that in union with all Your 

saints we may give You glory forever, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

If you brought your offering today, you are welcome to leave it in the offering box  

you will find at the back of the church.  Thank you. 
 

We invite our guests and members to fill out our Friendship Card during worship, which is 

found on the back of the pew.  Please leave your card at the end of the pew near the center aisle as 

you leave. 

 

 SACRAMENT  

PREFACE 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.          

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.             

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.               

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 Please see our communion policy stated on the inside front cover. 
 

 

PAX DOMINI 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: And also with you. 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

COMMUNION WINE:  For those who may not be able to take regular wine, we offer 

non-alcoholic wine, which is the light colored wine in the center of the communion tray. 

 

 ++  We offer Gluten-free wafers upon request. ++  

 

 

 

971 There Is a Redeemer 
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680 Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise 
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676 Behold a Host, Arrayed in White 

1 Behold a host, arrayed in white, 

Like thousand snow-clad mountains 

bright! 

    With palms they stand; 

    Who is this band 

Before the throne of light? 

These are the saints of glorious fame, 

Who from the great affliction came 

    And in the flood 

    Of Jesus’ blood 

Are cleansed from guilt and shame. 

They now serve God both day and 

night; 

They sing their songs in endless light. 

    Their anthems ring 

    As they all sing 

With angels shining bright. 

 

2 Despised and scorned, they 

sojourned here; 

But now, how glorious they appear! 

    Those martyrs stand, 

    A priestly band, 

God’s throne forever near. 

On earth they wept through bitter 

years; 

Now God has wiped away their tears, 

    Transformed their strife 

    To heav’nly life, 

And freed them from their fears. 

They now enjoy the Sabbath rest, 

The heav’nly banquet of the blest; 

    The Lamb, their Lord, 

    At festive board 

Himself is host and guest. 

 

3 O blessèd saints in bright array 

Now safely home in endless day, 

    Extol the Lord, 

    Who with His Word 

Sustained you on the way. 

The steep and narrow path you trod; 

You toiled and sowed the Word 

abroad; 

    Rejoice and bring 

    Your fruits and sing 

Before the throne of God. 

The myriad angels raise their song; 

O saints, sing with that happy throng! 

    Lift up one voice; 

    Let heav’n rejoice 

In our Redeemer’s song! 
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725 Children of the Heavenly Father 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. As You, Lord Jesus, took bread, gave thanks, blessed it, broke it, and 

gave it for all to eat, so fill us with the Holy Spirit that we receive the gifts You 

give with thanks, use our gifts to bless the world, share our bounty for the sake 

of Your kingdom, and give our lives in service to You. 

People: Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER        Matthew 6:9–13 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth 

  as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

  as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of His Son, Jesus Christ,   

our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty—the Father, the  Son, and 

the Holy Spirit—be among you and remain with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

THE INVITATIONS 
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678 We Sing for All the Unsung Saints 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Need some PRAYER?   Anyone who desires special private prayer with a pastor or a      
Stephen Minister may do so by coming forward after service to one of the front pews. 

 

 
 
 

If you are interested in JOINING our ST. PAUL FAMILY through our Newcomer’s 

Group where we review the Christian faith, please call the church office. 
 

Our Vision — a place to come for comfort, support, answers, opportunities  

     to serve, and to strengthen a salvation relationship with Jesus. 
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WHERE WE SERVE 
Preacher/Officiant                         Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 
Music Director                                                                          Paul Ventimiglia 
Family Life                                                Jeanette Koch 
Elder                           Will Hoffmeier                                                                                                                                     

 
Welcome Center                                                                                                                 Kathy Verseman 
                                                                                                                                       
Greeter                          Mellanee Asher  
                                                                                                                                          
Tech Team                               Nancy Berg
                   
Acolyte                               Ellie Norton
                         
Ushers                                  Gary Cash 
                                                                                                                                                        Jeff Henning                                 
 
                 Mike Williamson  
Reader                                           Joshua Norton
                      
Counters                                       Jan Paver    
                                                                                                                                                   Christine Lewis  
 
Coffee Hour                                                                                                                                      Handbells                                                                                                                         
 
Altar Society                                        Nancy Berg 
                         Michael Huskey 
                                                                                                                                                  Elyse Huskey 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Remember Our Homebound 

Jean Pichan 
Northville Pointe Senior Living 

40405 6 Mile Rd. 
Northville, MI   48168 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bible Study and Small Group Opportunities 

WEDNESDAYS:   Women’s Bible Study- Wednesdays @ 9:30am in the church Parish Hall. 

SUNDAYS:        Join us for Bible study and fellowship @ 9:45am in the church Parish Hall. 
SATURDAYS:    Men’s Bible Study – Every 1st and 3rd Saturday @ 9:00am – Parish Hall 

Attendance Last week: 10.25.2026– Attendance – 8:30am - 125  + 11am -  70   =  195 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Received week of 10.25.2026 for Church (Envelopes + loose plate)- $6,657 total includes online giving        
School - $233 
A gift has been given to the Memorial Fund in Memory of Richard Schneider from the McGuigan 
Family. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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One vase in memory of Ted Mapes from the Mapes family. 
 
One vase in thanksgiving for God’s many blessings from Craig and Carol Miller. 
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Sharing Food and Fellowship at Family of God 
On our recent visit to Family of God Church in Detroit, our volunteer team had the privilege of 
serving a hot meal to about 60 people who were deeply hungry and incredibly grateful for the food 
and fellowship. Along with the main meal, we passed out Halloween candy, which was a huge hit 
and seemed to go quickly! 
The gathering began with a meaningful Bible study, followed by a shared prayer to bless the food 
and the community before the meal was served. 
A heartfelt thank you goes out to the wonderful volunteers who made this service possible: Beth 
Hempel, Chuck Hempel, Barbara Hoffmeier, Matt and Marcy Treder, and our 
wonderful brownie bakers who provided a sweet conclusion to the meal (Anne Burgess, Jan 
Faerber, Gretchen Hasse, Beth Hempel and Sue Poole.)  Your time, generosity, and hard work 
brought nourishment and comfort to so many. If you would like to help, please contact Barbara 
Hoffmeier #248.756.3035. Servers are needed for Wednesday, November 18th.  
 

 



 

 
21 

 
The newest members to our St. Paul family are Darin and Brenda Hasse and their two sons Peter 

(21) and Christian (13).  They transferred from Zion Lutheran in Petoskey and are  

now living in South Lyon. 

Brenda majored in Computer Science and has a Bachelor of Business/Health Care.  Brenda works as a 

medical biller.  Her hobbies are photography, electronics, cooking, reading, computers and crafts.  She 
would like to serve working with children and youth groups and has volunteered on 

 Boards of Education and Evangelism. 

Darin majored in Mechanical Engineering.  His hobbies are computers, reading and electronics.   

He has served as an usher. 

Peter completed an Associates Degree at Northern Central Michigan University  

and has a Medical Assisting Certificate. 

Christian is in 7th grade and is attending Confirmation Class at St. Paul.  He started his education here 

at St. Paul in Preschool and Kindergarten. 
Romans 15:7 - "Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you." 

  

 

Young Adults: 
Christmas at the 

Zoo!           
 

 Join us for a 
group night at 
Wild Lights at the 
Detroit Zoo this December! Scan 
the QR code to let us know you're 
interested and pick the dates that 
work for you. More details to come! 

 

 



 

 
22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

TODAY 
 

Everybody welcome to attend the private showing of 
The Chosen, season 6, episode 1. 

When:  November 1st, 5pm                  Where:  Parish hall, St. Paul 
Bring yourself, family, friends to see next episode with early release for churches. 

Men's bible study group will provide light refreshment, snacks.   

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
A Note of Thanks   Lisa and I would like to express our heartfelt thanks to all of you for the wonderful 
Octoberfest in support of our school, the thoughtful cards, notes, and kind expressions of 
appreciation during Pastor Appreciation Month.  We are truly grateful for the opportunity to serve as 
your shepherds and to walk alongside you in the life and ministry of our congregation. 
Your encouragement means more than we can adequately express.  We thank God for each of you 
and for the privilege of being part of this church family.  It is a joy for both of us to serve with you and, 
together, to reach our community with love of Christ. 
With grateful hearts, 
Pastor Chris & Lisa 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

2027 MINISTRY SUMMIT 

Saturday, February 6, 2027 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 

7910 E. St. Joe Hwy 

Lansing, MI 48917 

 

In many areas of our lives, we seek to utilize all the resources available to us to accomplish our 

tasks and goals. As Christians, however, we often leave resources untapped. One great 

resource that God has placed at our disposal is the privilege and joy of coming to Him in 

prayer. Whether it is forgotten or only thought about as an option of last resort, we miss out on 

the promises that God has made to us as we speak to Him and submit our lives to Him in 

prayer. Plan to join us at the Ministry Summit as we hear from Rev. Andy Jones (Author of 10 

Treasures of Learning to Pray) and Deaconess Sylvia Witt, as well as other speakers from across 

the Michigan District who will help us to explore the promises of prayer. 
 

 
 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/7910+E.+St.+Joe+Hwy+%0D%0A+Lansing,+MI+48917?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/7910+E.+St.+Joe+Hwy+%0D%0A+Lansing,+MI+48917?entry=gmail&source=g
https://jeyzrxdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrNRjithhoomuw3khAQKRTvOhDr6-2s6hh2De6yHIfJWu9UGWdLZXLMEBV4BMP8SUnpO7DaVBA6t0LK86cvbfKtOX4gHcOIdbRRP2Ra2ACgupi_JrClj6X-K1MHCtojGmdcPAtBVqegT3ddnN41mrGCXuEGNRsjzI70AlRv3c1LOASI6g5ZG45P58MFKOtRQJK-2tcIQag0QSyQAWqc7XHH4IK1CuaSph7BaKnkg9Pk=&c=p_DD_pk4qyl9TK-wiOg8Vpoo-4jyQzjmTwSP-JCi7pcbNzlaQmWfRw==&ch=5VKv8oAjdhhbXFSqTv2s6QqGs4eTylx0uhJGRPQfLkzH7P8cyFBtpg==
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💵 St. Paul Endowment Fund News 💵  

Our Grant window is now open through November 15th!  There are $2,450 in remaining Grant dollars for 2026.  Please 

reach out to the church office to obtain a grant application.   Our St. Paul Endowment Fund just turned 15 years old in 

September! Through God's blessings and the generosity of our congregation, the Fund has continued to grow and support 

meaningful ministry opportunities. We are now in our fifth year of awarding grants. Since the program began, the Endowment 

Fund has awarded more than $19,285 in grants to support ministry, outreach, education, and facility improvements. 

Grants Awarded in the First Half of 2026 
• Bible Quizzing – $500 

• Mission Trip – $1,500 

• LWML Convention – $1,000 

Previous Endowment Fund Grants Have Supported: 

• National Youth Gathering (Texas) 

• Belize Mission Trip 

• Protect Young Eyes Technology Event 

• Handbell Choir Storage Cases 

• New Church Website 

• Science & Chemistry Learning Materials 

• Christmas Decorations 

• Church Roof 

• Church Administration Office Construction 

• VBS T-Shirts 

• Church Sign Refurbishment 

• Marketing & Ministry Materials  Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the Endowment Fund over the years. 
Every gift—large or small—is an investment in the future of St. Paul. Your generosity continues to make a lasting 
impact by supporting ministries that strengthen our church, serve our community, and share Christ's love with others.  
Please continue to keep the Endowment Fund in your prayers and consider making a gift as you are able. Together, we 
are building a legacy of faithful stewardship that will bless St. Paul for generations to come. 
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