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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
8:30am
July 13, 2025
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Wrong Question . . . but the Right Answer

AS WE GATHER

A Good Samaritan. This phrase has become a cliché in our culture today that some use
without much thought, but how many know the account from which this phrase
comes? Today, we hear Jesus tell a parable involving the Good Samaritan in the Holy
Gospel. Consider just who this “Good Samaritan” is. Perhaps the One who embodies
this Good Samaritan best is our Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ. Jesus comes to us, beaten
up by sin and the devil, as good as dead. Yet Jesus touches us with His Word and
shelters us in His Church. Taking His love and service even further, Jesus lays down His
life for us in His sacrificial death. Having been loved this way, we now “go and do
likewise."

PRELUDE
WELCOME - Pastor Christopher Fairbairn
RINGING OF THE BELL

OPENING SONG



869 With the Lord Begin Your Task
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I With the Lord be - gin your task; Je - sus will di - rect it

3 With your Sav-ior at your side, Foes need not a - larm you;
4 If  your task be thus be - gun With the Sav -ior’s bless -ing,
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For His aid and coun-sel ask; Je - sus will per - fect it.
In His prom-is - es con-fide, And no il can harm you.
Safe - ly then your course will run, Toward the prom -ise  press - ing.
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Ev - ’ry morn with Je-sus rise, And when day is end - ed,
All  your trust and hope re-pose In the might - y Mas - ter,
Good will fol - low ev-'ry-where While you here must wan - der;
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In His name then close your eyes; Be to Him com-mend - ed.
Who in wis-dom tru - ly knows How to stem dis - as - ter
You at last the joy will share In  the man-sions yon - der.
INVOCATION

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 41:13
Pastor: Blessed be the LORD,

People: the God of Israel,

Pastor:  from everlasting to everlasting!
People: Amen and Amen.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Leviticus 19:17-18; Colossians 1:13—14

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly
with your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him. You shall not take
vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people,

but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: | am the LoRbD.

We have not always loved the Lord or loved our neighbor. Because we are
by nature sinful, we are too often eager to hate, take vengeance, or bear a
grudge. In repentance, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

God has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to
the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins. Through Christ alone, we have gained access to His
redemptive grace by which we now stand. In the mercy of Almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all
our sins.

Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ,

You have come to us who are beaten up by sin and harassed by the
devil to give us forgiveness and victory through Your death and
resurrection.

Grant that, having been loved so richly by You, we would go and do
likewise, loving our neighbor as ourselves;

for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.



FIRST READING Leviticus 19:9-18 NLT (The Lord instructs us to keep

His statutes and live a life of love.)

9"When you harvest the crops of your land, do not harvest the grain along the edges of

your fields, and do not pick up what the harvesters drop. "°It is the same with
your grape crop—do not strip every last bunch of grapes from the vines, and do
not pick up the grapes that fall to the ground. Leave them for the poor and the
foreigners living among you. | am the LORD your God.

1“Do not steal.
“Do not deceive or cheat one another.

12"Do not bring shame on the name of your God by using it to swear falsely. | am
the LORD.

13"Do not defraud or rob your neighbor.
“Do not make your hired workers wait until the next day to receive their pay.

“"Do not insult the deaf or cause the blind to stumble. You must fear your God; |
am the LORD.

1>"Do not twist justice in legal matters by favoring the poor or being partial to
the rich and powerful. Always judge people fairly.

'®"Do not spread slanderous gossip among your people.
"Do not stand idly by when your neighbor’s life is threatened. | am the LORD.

'7"Do not nurse hatred in your heart for any of your relatives. Confront people
directly so you will not be held guilty for their sin.

'8"Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against a fellow Israelite,
but love your neighbor as yourself. | am the LORD.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!
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930 All You Works of God, Bless the Lord
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1 All you works of God, bless the Lord!
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All you an - gels, now bless the Lord;
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Come, you heav - ens and pow’rs that be,
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Praise the lord  and His maj - es - ty:

A Refrain .
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Raise your voic - es high, praise and mag - ni - fy,

”? 3 F\W fo”]

J . — |
S [ ! !
All you works of God, bless the Lord!
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Raise your voic - es high, praise and mag - mni - fy,
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All you works of  God, bless the Lord!
5 Come, humanity, sing along,

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

Sing, you people of God, a song;
Priests and servants, your Lord now bless,
Join, you spirits and souls at rest: Refrain




HOLY GOSPEL Luke 10:25-37 (The Good Samaritan)

Reader:

People:

Reader:

People:

Reader:

People:

Reader:

People:
Reader:

Reader:
People:

And behold, a lawyer stood up to put Him to the test, saying,
“Teacher, what shall | do to inherit eternal life?”

He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?" And he
answered,

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as
yourself.”

And He said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”
But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus,
“And who is my neighbor?”

Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell
among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half
dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him
he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place
and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed,
came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. He went to
him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his
own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. And the next day
he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of
him, and whatever more you spend, | will repay you when | come back.” Which
of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell
among the robbers?” He said,

“The one who showed him mercy.”

And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



THE APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
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1 Lord of glo - 1y, You have bough us  With Your
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life - blood as the price, Nev - er grudg - ing for the
free - ly of Your own. With the sun - shine of Your
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lost ones That tre - men - dous sac - 11 - fice;
good - ness Melt our thank - less  hearts of stone
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And with that have free - 1y giv. - en Bless ings
Till our cold and self - 1sh na - tures, Warmed by
Can it be, (@) gra - cious Mas - ter, That You
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count - less as the sand To the un - thank - ful
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and the e - vil With Your own un - spar - ing hand.
and more bless - ed 'Tis to give than to re - ceive.
poor and need - y, “Give as 1 have giv’n to you”?



MESSAGE - Pastor Chris Fairbairn

Mts the Great Samam:cm

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH - < Liuke 10:25-37

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

With hearts of thanksgiving, let us pray to the Lord, for He is good, for His
steadfast love endures forever.

Heavenly Father, Your Son is the ultimate Good Samarian. He has not ignored
our need to be rescued from sin and certain death. He has had compassion on
us and provided for our needs of both body and soul. Motivated by His love,
strengthen us to “go and do likewise.” Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good,
for His steadfast love endures forever!

Heavenly Father, as we live in this fallen world, we are so often tempted to
chase after those things that do not endure. We give into temptation to love
and trust in temporal things, rather than in You. Help us to seek first Your
kingdom and enduring love. Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good,

for His steadfast love endures forever!

Heavenly Father, You are Lord of the nations and Creator of the heavens and
the earth. Guide the nations of this world so that rulers may govern with
wisdom and justice. Bless our land with peace. Watch over and protect those
who serve in the armed forces of our country. Give thanks to the Lord, for He is
good,

for His steadfast love endures forever!

Heavenly Father, we thank You for those who have gone before us in faith and
are now in Your nearer presence. Give us confidence that one day we will be
reunited with these brothers in sisters in Christ. Bless us with an eager
expectation of Your Son'’s return and the resurrection of the body and the life
everlasting. Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good,

for His steadfast love endures forever!

O Lord, into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy.
Amen.



OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
If you brought your offering today, you are welcome to leave it in the offering box
you will find at the back of the church. Thank you.

We invite our guests and members to fill out our Friendship Card during worship, which is
found on the back of the pew. Please leave your card at the end of the pew near the center aisle as
you leave.

" SACRAMENT %

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION = 1“"-""‘:1“&5;?51%1‘9‘
Please see our communion policy stated on the inside front cover. \ /5 £ ;}3

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. Sy #
People: And also with you.



THE DISTRIBUTION
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COMMUNION WINE: For those who may not be able to take regular wine, we offer

non-alcoholic wine, whic

h is the light colored wine in the center of the communion tray.

++ We offer Gluten-free wafers upon request. ++

842 Son of God, Eternal Savior
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618 | Come, O Savior, to Thy Table
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As the Deer

As the Deer panteth for the water,
So my soul longeth after Thee.
You alone are my heart’s desire
And | long to worship Thee.

Chorus:

You alone are my strength, my shield;
To You alone may my spirit yield.

You alone are my heart’s desire,

And | long to worship Thee.

You're my friend and You are my brother
Even though You are a King.

| love You more than any other,

So much more than anything.

Chorus:

| want You more than gold or silver,
Only You can satisfy

You alone are the real joy giver
And the apple of my eye.

Chorus:
698 May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill
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BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS

Pastor: Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You shelter us in Your Church

and feed us with Your Holy Supper. Keep us firm in the faith until the day
of Your Son’s return, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

SUNG RESPONSE
930 All You Works of God, Bless the Lord

Bless the Lord, all you pure of heart;
All you humble, His praise impart;
God the Father and Son adore,

Bless the Spirit forevermore! Refrain

Raise your voices high, praise and magnify,
All you works of God, bless the Lord!
Raise your voices high, praise and magnify,
All you works of God, bless the Lord!

BENEDICTION
Pastor:  The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the *# Son, and the Holy Spirit,

abide with you, now and forever.

People: Amen.

THE INVITATIONS



14

848 Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service
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May Your mer - cy know and live.
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Our Vision — a place to come for comfort, support, answers, opportunities
to serve, and to strengthen a salvation relationship with Jesus g‘n

Need some PRAYER? Anyone who desires special private prayer with a pastor or a Stephen
Minister may do so by coming forward after service to one of the front pews.
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Where We Serve

Preacher Pastor Christopher Fairbairn
Officiant Pastor Jim Frusti
Minister of Music Paul Ventimiglia
Family Life Director Jeanette Koch
Elder John Hasse
Greeters Henning Family
Welcome Center Kathy Verseman
Ushers Jerry Krause
Ron Breuhan
Marty Jenter
Mike Huskey
Elyse Huskey
Counters Jan Greulich

Frank Newman
George Foor

Coffee Hour Robinson Family
Tech Team Corey Kovoch
Altar Society Jan Paver

Lisa Fairbairn
Acolyte Joshua Norton

Bible Study and Small Group Opportunities
SUNDAYS:  Join us for bible study and fellowship @ 9:45am in the church Parish Hall.
SATURDAYS: Men'’s Bible Study — Every 1%t and 3™ Saturday @ 9:00am — Parish Hall

Attendance Last week: 7.6.2025— Attendance — 8am -89+ 11am — 44 = 133
Communion - 107

Received week of 7.6.2025- for Church (Envelopes + loose plate)- $ 14,693 total includes online
giving School - $0

In memory of Susan Haubenstricker a gift has been given to the St. Paul Music Fund from the
Verseman Family and the McGuigan Family.
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13 JuL, sun ® 8:30 - 9:30am Worship w/Communion
® 9:45-10:45am Sunday School & Youth Bible Study
® 1lam-12pm Waorship
® 1-4pm Poole Gym Rental
® 7-9pm Adult pick up basketball school gym
14 JuL, mon ® Al day Summer Camp 8:30 - 3:30 (Day 1/5)
® 6:30 - 7:30pm Board of Day School Parish Hall
15 JuL, TuE ® Al day Summer Camp 8:30 - 3:30 (Day 2/5)
16 JuL, wep @ Allday Summer Camp 8:30 - 3:30 (Day 3/5)
® 5-9m Family of God Mission Dinner 7354 Whittaker St
17  JuL, THU @® Allday Summer Camp 8:30 - 3:30 (Day 4/5)
® 4:30 - 5:30pm Choir Practice
18 JuL Eri ® Allday Summer Camp 8:30 - 3:30 (Day 5/5)
® 7-9pm AA Mtg. church parish hall
19 JuL, sar ® Allday Men's Bible Study Parish Hall

Remember Our Shut-Ins
Ruth Natiw
Story Point of Northville
44600 Five Mile Road
Northville Twp., MI 48168

W «:%ﬂ %Mm

@/}ﬂdﬁ (/y/f//rmye t@/i@é /;b ///wlm/%wﬁm %@/ﬂ the 1 7 am service
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| would like to thank the team at St Paul Church for the assistance, preparation, prayers, and service for the
funeral of my wife Susan Haubenstricker on June 30. The service and music were very moving and
appreciated. Many of the attendees commented on how great a tribute the service was to Susan's life. |
also appreciate all the work done to put on the luncheon afterward for the large group of people that
attended. God bless you all. Thanks, Tim Haubenstricker

Tim Haubenstricker

Praise in the Park is an extraordinary event coming soon. You won't want to miss it. This free, family-
friendly worship concert benefiting Another Way Pregnancy Center will take place on Sunday, July 27, 2025
from 4-7 PM at Shiawassee Park in Farmington. Five time GRAMMY nominated singer/songwriter Brandon
Heath will be performing. There will be a bounce house, face painting, games and food trucks. Come and
join in supporting AWPC. It will be an afternoon of connecting with God, listening to great music, and
celebrating God's goodness with friends and family. We will set up an area for SPL folks to gather as a
group. Please reach out to Pat or Bob McGuigan with questions.

OUR NEW MEMBER

We are welcoming Chris Henning’s mother, Jean Pichan, as a new member to St. Paul She transferred
her membership from Hosanna Tabor recently and has been added to our “Shut in List.” I’'m sure she
would appreciate a visit or a card. Her address is:

Jean Pichan
Brookdale Senior Living
Room B2
40405 6 Mile Rd.

Northville, Ml 48168

We are called to spread the gospel, and one of the ways we can do so is to support LWML grants that
enable the gospel to be preached throughout the world. For the month of July, Women in Christ is
highlighting the mission grant for the Afghan Refugee Ministry (St. Michael Lutheran Church, Portage, Ml)
for the amount of $25,000. The funds raised will support ministry to an extended Afghan refugee family in
nearby Kalamazoo. With guidance from POBLO, the family patriarch, a Christian missionary, will receive
assistance toward ordination as a Lutheran pastor through the Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology at
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. July is one of four times MITE boxes are collected during the year. Please
place you filled MITE box in the large MITE box in the narthex.
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The national LWML Convention was held in Omaha, Nebraska June 26 - 29, 2025. The theme was "Growing
in God's Grace" and focused on 1 Peter 3:18. 3,774 people attended, including St Paul's Barbara Hoffmeier.
There are 40 districts in the national organization that vote on officers, bylaws, and mission grants every
other year. She was an alternate for our Wayne Oak Hills Zone Delegate, Pat Schultz, from Shadow of the
Cross Lutheran Church, Farmington. Some of her highlights were seeing her friends from all over the US,
including many of the women that have gone on mission trips with her and singing in the choir with almost
300 women. There were many exhibitors and mission speakers that were inspiring, along with Bible Studies
and entertainment. The BIG NEWS is that 33 Mission Grants were selected to total $2,622,270 for the next
biennium. Six of the recipients have Michigan connections, including grants for MOST Ministries and The
Luke Clinic (Family of God.) As you contribute your MITES please remember our national and district grant
recipients that are blessed with your contributions. You can still view the videos on the
website: www.lwml.org If you go to the Opening Service, scroll in 33 minutes to see the choir singing! The
next national convention will be July 8-11, 2027 in Oklahoma City. The next Michigan District LWML
Convention will be June 24-26, 2026 in Lansing, MI.

MANY THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS who helped with the Family of God meal on Wednesday,
June 18th. We served about 80 people and most of them had seconds or took a meal home with them. The
excellent BBQ pulled pork was prepared by Mark Potter, who received rave reviews! The yummy coleslaw
was prepared by Michelle Benson, now we know that 15 pounds of cabbage can make 150 servings! Kristy
Howard contributed some rolls which were great. Marilyn Edick and Sue Mai helped Barbara in the kitchen
that only took one hour to prepare the other supplies of buns, corn, brownies, bananas, and beverages.
Chris Henning did the shopping for us, as usual, and was able to use Thrivent gift cards to pay for our meal
this month. Thank you providers who help with our expenses! The brownie bakers were Emily Edick, Jan
Faerber, Karen Frusti, Gretchen Hasse, Beth Hempel, Sue Poole (thanks Tom for the special delivery) and
Marcy Treder. Marcy also prepares our bag of supplies we take to serve the meal - paper plates, a plastic
fork wrapped so nicely in a napkin, paper cups, take out boxes, and a bag of bags for people to take their
take out boxes in. Marilyn Bruehan has been contributing neatly folded grocery bags that are always
appreciated. The servers were Rich Mai, Kathy and Dennis Verseman, Barbara and Will Hoffmeier. We
were able to stay for the worship service after the meal and meet the new Ft Wayne Seminary Graduate,
Alex Ogden. He will be Ordained and Installed as the third Pastor at the Family of God soon, joining Pastor
Jim Hill and Pastor Nick Gapski. God is working through this mission in southwest Detroit to feed many
people their meals and also their spiritual food through HIs Word. It's a blessing to serve our brothers and
sisters in Christ. Come and see!

Praise Rock Band (ALL ages) and Craft Time for Children Kristen Goodman will lead arts, crafts and open
gym time for children on alternate Sundays starting June 29, 2025 in Room 5 of the school. If there is an
adult male who would like to play basketball, dodge ball or another game with the boys on one of these
Sundays, please see Mrs. Goodman. Praise Rock Band will take place on alternate Sundays starting June
22, 2025 in Room 12 in the lower level of the school. This is open to ALL ages. We'll be playing beginner-
level songs and will have available positions in piano, guitar, bass guitar, drums, cowbell and vocals. Led
by Jeni Huggins - please see her or text 248-787-0480 if you have any questions, or just show up. We will
work toward offering a few songs to a small audience on Rally Day, September 7, 2025.

Sundays - Approximately 9:35 am - 10:55 am
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June 22, 2025 Praise Rock Band - Room 12
June 29, 2025 Arts, Crafts and Gym time - Room 5 and Gymnasium
July 6, 2025 Praise Rock Band - Room 12
July 13, 2025 Arts, Crafts and Gym Time - Room 5 and Gymnasium
July 20, 2025 Praise Rock Band - Room 12
July 27, 2025 Arts, Crafts and Gym Time - Room 5 and Gymnasium
August 3, 2025 Praise Rock Band - Room 12

August 10, 2025 Arts, Crafts and Gym Time - Room 5 and Gymnasium
August 17, 2025 Praise Rock Band - Room 12

August 24, 2025 Arts, Crafts and Gym Time - Room 5 and Gymnasium
August 31, 2025 Praise Rock Band - Room 12

September 7, 2025 |Rally Day - Praise Rock Band concert?

2 vases are needed for each of these Sundays in August - August 10, August 17 and
August 24. Contact Anne Burgess if you would like to take a date for flowers —
anne.burgess.313@gmail.com

Wild Card Bible Quizzing Tournament

B This FREE and BRAND NEW Bible Quizzing
H . tournament will be hosted at St. Paul Church.
familyfjfe

i There is no age limit. Join us Saturday,
Blbl e September 6, 2025 @ 12PM-5PM! The material
will be 8 random chapters from 1&2 Corinthians
Quizzing (randomly selected 1 week before the tournament,
so study through the whole bookl!). No prior

knowledge of the material is required. All ages
welcome on teams of 3 people each.

For info or to register, visit biblegquizzing azurewebsites net/Tournaments or talk to
Jake Fairbairn <jakecfairbairn@agmail.com, (248) 231-9684=.




