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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
8:30 am
ONLINE WORSHIP March 29, 2020

I AM the Resurrection!
From Death to Life
1) Start the ONLINE AUDIO first, then
2) OPEN today’s bulletin and follow along while listening.
Today in Worship
• Well, this is new. This is our second Sunday we’ve shared at St. Paul in as
long as anyone can remember, that we have gathered to worship together in
our homes, unable to meet in person. If you are reading this you’ve come to
find us online in our new form of worship, at least temporarily.
• Our prayers are with you during this time of global crisis. We worship today as
people of hope and joy. Fear and worry need not, should not, dominate the
Christian life because we have hope and victory in Jesus Christ!
AS WE GATHER
Accounts of life coming out of death are found throughout the Bible. We remember the
story of the Valley of Dry Bones, which is celebrated in a familiar spiritual song that ends
with this refrain: “Now hear the word of the Lord!” Our Lord Jesus Christ has words for us
to hear—important, eternal words. In today’s Gospel we hear Him say: “I am the
resurrection and the life!” Life came out of death for Lazarus and, by God’s gracious action,
it does for us as well.
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WELCOME — Pastor
686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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Confession and Absolution
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Bow your head

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Pastor:

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.
Lift your head in thankfulness
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Service of the Word
Kyrie
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let
us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
People: Amen.

Bow your head
Pastor:

Let us pray. O Lord and giver of life, You call Your people from death and
despair to faith and faithfulness. In Christ, we are assured of resurrection
and life. Enlighten our hearts that we may have a right understanding in all
things and may rejoice in the power and blessing of Your Word among us.
This we ask through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with You and the Father
are one God, world without end.
People: Amen.
Lift your head, ready to hear the Word of the Lord
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Old Testament

Ezekiel 37:1–14

(The valley of dry bones)

The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and
set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among
them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very
dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”
I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”
4

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the
word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make
breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make
flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will
come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.’”
7

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a
rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons
and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.
9

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it,
‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe
into these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and
breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.
11

Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say,
‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy
and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open
your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of
Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves
and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will
settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I
have done it, declares the Lord.’”
Reader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.
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Epistle

Romans 8:1–11

(Life in the Spirit through Christ)

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the
law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and
death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin he condemned sin in the
flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind
on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it
cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
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You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.10 But if
Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through
his Spirit who dwells in you.
Reader:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel John 11:1–45
Reader:

(Lazarus is restored to life by Jesus.)

A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with his sisters, Mary and
Martha.2 This is the Mary who later poured the expensive perfume on the
Lord’s feet and wiped them with her hair. Her brother, Lazarus, was sick. 3 So
the two sisters sent a message to Jesus telling him, “Lord, your dear friend is
very sick.”

7

People:

4

Reader:
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Reader:

16

People:

But when Jesus heard about it he said, “Lazarus’s sickness will not end in
death. No, it happened for the glory of God so that the Son of God will
receive glory from this.” 5 So although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and
Lazarus,6 he stayed where he was for the next two days. 7 Finally, he said
to his disciples, “Let’s go back to Judea.”
But his disciples objected. “Rabbi,” they said, “only a few days ago the
people in Judea were trying to stone you. Are you going there again?”
9
Jesus replied, “There are twelve hours of daylight every day. During the day
people can walk safely. They can see because they have the light of this
world. 10 But at night there is danger of stumbling because they have no
light.”11 Then he said, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but now I will go
and wake him up.”
12
The disciples said, “Lord, if he is sleeping, he will soon get better!”13 They
thought Jesus meant Lazarus was simply sleeping, but Jesus meant Lazarus
had died. 14 So he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 And for your sakes,
I’m glad I wasn’t there, for now you will really believe. Come, let’s go see him.”
Thomas, nicknamed the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let’s go, too—and
die with Jesus.”
17
When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that Lazarus had already been in
his grave for four days.18 Bethany was only a few miles down the road from
Jerusalem, 19 and many of the people had come to console Martha and Mary
in their loss.20 When Martha got word that Jesus was coming, she went to
meet him. But Mary stayed in the house.21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if only
you had been here, my brother would not have died.22 But even now I know
that God will give you whatever you ask.”
23
Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.”
24
“Yes,” Martha said, “he will rise when everyone else rises, at the last day.”
25
Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes
in me will live, even after dying. 26 Everyone who lives in me and believes
in me will never ever die. Do you believe this, Martha?”
27
“Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I have always believed you are the Messiah,
the Son of God, the one who has come into the world from God.”
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Reader:

28

People:

35

Reader:

38

Then she returned to Mary. She called Mary aside from the mourners and
told her, “The Teacher is here and wants to see you.” 29 So Mary immediately
went to him.
30
Jesus had stayed outside the village, at the place where Martha met
him.31 When the people who were at the house consoling Mary saw her leave
so hastily, they assumed she was going to Lazarus’s grave to weep. So they
followed her there. 32 When Mary arrived and saw Jesus, she fell at his feet and
said, “Lord, if only you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
33
When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other people wailing with her, a
deep anger welled up within him, and he was deeply troubled.34 “Where have
you put him?” he asked them.
They told him, “Lord, come and see.”
Then Jesus wept. 36 The people who were standing nearby said, “See
how much he loved him!” 37 But some said, “This man healed a blind man.
Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?”
Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the tomb, a cave with a stone rolled
across its entrance.39 “Roll the stone aside,” Jesus told them. But Martha, the
dead man’s sister, protested, “Lord, he has been dead for four days. The smell
will be terrible.”
40
Jesus responded, “Didn’t I tell you that you would see God’s glory if you
believe?” 41 So they rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and
said, “Father, thank you for hearing me.42 You always hear me, but I said it out
loud for the sake of all these people standing here, so that they will believe you
sent me.” 43 Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 And the dead man came
out, his hands and feet bound in grave clothes, his face wrapped in a head cloth.
Jesus told them, “Unwrap him and let him go!”
45
Many of the people who were with Mary believed in Jesus when they saw this
happen.

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
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Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon – Pastor Christopher Fairbairn
Lazarus is brought back to life again…, so was Jesus, and SO WILL WE be raised!.
How does that cause us to “Pause” and “Fast Forward” in overview of our life?
In Christ Alone
“In Christ alone my hope is found;
He is my light, my strength, my song;
This cornerstone, this solid ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My comforter, my all in all— Here in the love of Christ I stand.
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In Christ alone, Who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save.
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied;
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid—
Here in the death of Christ I live.
There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain;
Then bursting forth in glorious day,
Up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory,
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;
For I am His and He is mine—
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death—
This is the pow’r of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand;
Till He returns or calls me home—
Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand.”

11

Prayer of the Church – (you are welcome to say out loud the common response:
“Hear our prayer.”)
OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
We invite you to HOLD ON TO YOUR REGULAR OFFERINGS and bring them the next
time you are able attend worship at church. Or, consider giving online at
www.stpaulnorthville.org

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

Benediction
For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.
2 Timothy 1:7

Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
People: Amen.
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Same Power
Verse 1

Verse 3

I can see the waters raging at my feet
I can feel the breath of those surrounding me
I can hear the sound of nations rising up
We will not be overtaken
We will not be overcome

We have hope that His promises are true
In His strength there is nothing we can't do
Yes we know
there are greater things in store
We will not be overtaken
We will not be overcome

I can walk down this dark and painful road
I can face ev'ry fear of the unknown
I can hear all God's children singing out
We will not be overtaken
We will not be overcome
Chorus
The same power that
rose Jesus from the grave
The same power that
commands the dead to wake
Lives in us lives in us
The same power that moves mountains
when He speaks
The same power that can calm a raging sea
Lives in us lives in us
He lives in us lives in us

Bridge
Greater is He that is living in me
He's conquered our enemy (oh)
No power of darkness
No weapon prevails
We stand here in victory oh
Chorus
The same power that
rose Jesus from the grave
The same power that
commands the dead to wake
Lives in us lives in us
The same power that moves mountains
when He speaks
The same power that can calm a raging
sea
Lives in us lives in us
He lives in us lives in us

Our Vision — a place to come for comfort, support, answers, opportunities
to serve, and to strengthen a salvation relationship with Jesus.
Be sure to visit us @: stpaulnorthville.org
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Remember that you’re still part of a community.
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WHERE WE SERVE

Pastor Christopher Fairbairn and Pastor Jim Frusti
with the kind help of
multiple family and friends
Music – Paul Ventimiglia

